
*CDN$ p.p. dbl. occ. Taxes included. Based on an outside stateroom with window cat. C1 Haydn Deck. Upgrade to a balcony stateroom cat. B1 Strauss Deck: $700. Upgrade to a balcony stateroom 
cat. A1 Mozart Deck: $995. Upgrade to a suite stateroom Mozart Deck: $1,500. Airfare available from most Canadian airports, please enquire. **Minimum 16 passengers required for a Merit Travel 
tour host. ***Gratuities are included onboard the cruise. Amadeus River Cruise T&C’s: A non-refundable deposit of 10% of the package price, is required at time of booking. Final payment is due 
121 days before departure. Cancellation penalties: 121 days and more, 10% of the total tour cost. 120-90 days, 50% of the total tour cost. 89-60 days, 80% of the total tour cost. Less then 60 days, 
100% of the total tour cost. Full terms and conditions are available.  ON-4499356/4499372  |  BC-34799  |  QC–7002238  |  111 Peter Street, Suite 200, Toronto, ON. M5V 2H1  |  ®Merit Travel is a 
registered trademark of Merit Travel Group Inc. All rights reserved.

. . . f o r  the  exper i ence

Onboard this luxurious river cruise you will tour the Classical Rhine, and discover Basel in 
Switzerland. Basel is home to 40 museums, the highest concentration of museums in the 
country. Enjoy free flowing wines with lunches and dinners onboard from Europe’s famous 
wine regions, beer, and special onboard entertainment including cooking demonstrations 
onboard music and performances! 

Discover the many beautiful facets of “Father Rhine” during this seven-night luxury cruise 
along one of the most attractive rivers of Europe. Along the way you will pass the Dutch 
Ijsselmeer and take a detour along the winding Moselle River. Delight in the panorama of 
the Middle Rhine Valley with its winelands, the prominent Lorelei rock, and the highest 
density of castles in the world. Further highlights of this trip include visits to the very 
historic river cities of Amsterdam, Cologne and Strasbourg. Your river cruise ends in 
Amsterdam, for two nights where you will see Golden Age canals lined by tilting gabled 
buildings, treasure-packed museums, vintage-filled shops , and amazing dining scenes.   

Aboard the Premium ship, Amadeus Silver II, you can enjoy a stress-free travel experience 
as you cruise by the beautiful river-scapes of the Rhine.

CLASSICAL RHINE CRUISE & TOUR
By land & river: Basel to Amsterdam

MeritTravel.com/HostedTours  |  1.866.341.1777

* Round-trip airfare

• Plaza Premium airport lounge pass

• Basel: one night 4-star hotel 
accommodation with breakfast

• Half-day city tour

• Amadeus River Cruises: seven nights 
sailing onboard MS Amadeus Silver II 
with meals (onboard the cruise only)

• Select shore excursions and 
beverage package included with 
onboard lunches and dinners with 
free-flowing quality red & white 
wines from Europe’s famous regions, 
beer, coffee and tea

• Complimentary WiFi and bicycles 
onboard, cocktail reception , welcome 
dinner and Captain’s gala dinner

• Amsterdam: two nights 4-star hotel 
accommodation  with breakfast 

• Full-day city tour with Anne Frank 
House and the Rijksmuseum

• Merit Travel tour host**

• All transfers, taxes and gratuities***

 What’s Included:

 $5,995* p.p.
Departs Toronto/Vancouver:  
Oct. 29, 2019

10 nights

Basel – Strasbourg – Speyer –  
 Mannheim – Rudesheim – Koblenz – 
Cochem – Cologne – Hoorn – Amsterdam

 Visits to:

Single supplements available!  
Call your local Merit Travel expert.

Group size: 30 maximum

Photo Credit: Basel Tourism



 Your Itinerary  |  Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner = (B, L, D)

DAY 1  |  Oct. 29, 2019  |  Toronto/Vancouver - Basel

Board your overnight flight to Basel. 

DAY 2  |  Oct. 30, 2019  |  Basel

Upon arrival, transfer to your hotel for check in.

Enjoy a half day walking tour of Old Town in the afternoon.

Accommodation at Novotel Basel City (1 night)

DAY 3  |  Oct. 31, 2019  |  Basel (B, D)

After breakfast, your morning is at leisure. In the afternoon, you will 
transfer to the pier to board your 7-night  luxury river cruise  onboard 
Amadeus Silver II.

After embarking, you can explore your Amadeus ship and meet the 
cruise director on board at a welcome cocktail. Your floating hotel 
departs for Strasbourg shortly before the welcome dinner on board. 

Ship departs at 5 p.m.

Accommodation onboard Amadeus Silver II (7 nights)

DAY 4  |  Nov. 1, 2019  |  Strasbourg (B, L, D)

During the night, your ship leaves Switzerland and follows the 
Rhine into the Alsace region in the south of France. During 
breakfast, arrive in Strasbourg – a city known not only for its 
romantic old town, but also for the numerous important European 
institutions housed there. In the morning, explore the city as part 
of an organised tour. You will enjoy a detour to the countryside, 
particularly along the famous wine route, where the quaint wine-
growing villages will delight wine-lovers and the general public alike. 
Late tonight, your ship departs for Germany.

DAY 5  |  Nov. 2, 2019  |  Speyer - Mannheim (B, L, D)

Before breakfast, arrive in the Rhineland-Palatinate town of Speyer, 
which played an important role in the Holy Roman Empire during the 
Middle Ages. Your ship remains here until lunchtime, offering time to 
explore this historic destination. Your trip continues for roughly 25 
kilometres towards Mannheim, our next stop along the picturesque 
Rhine for the remainder of the day. This young city is best explored 
with an extended walk, and you will also enjoy an excursion to the 
nearby city of Heidelberg, which boasts a beautiful Baroque old town. 
Late at night, your ship continues in the direction of Rüdesheim.

DAY 6  |  Nov. 3, 2019  |  Rudesheim - Koblenz (B, L, D)

Two charming stops await you today. In the morning, arrive in 

Rüdesheim, a town well known for its wine-making, especially 
Reisling wines. Nearby, Siegried's Mechanical Music Cabinet with its 
historic automated musical instruments is a delight. Your Amadeus 
ship will depart punctually at lunchtime, to cruise the most beautiful 
section of the river – the legendary Upper Middle Rhine Valley. The 
view from the sun deck, of the myth-enshrouded Lorelei, is sure to be 
a highlight of your cruise. Shortly thereafter, we arrive in Koblenz, one 
of Germany’s oldest and most beautiful towns, where you can end 
the day with a leisurely stroll through the city.

DAY 7  |  Nov. 4, 2019  |  Cochem (B, L, D)

The vessel departs Koblenz in the early hours, and makes a detour 
along the Mosel River to the most romantic part of the valley and the 
little town of Cochem. The magnificent Reichsburg castle is situated 
high above the town, dominating the landscape. Down below, the 
village with its narrow streets, half timbered houses, and numerous 
restaurants are an ideal setting to taste the wines of the region. Back 
on board, dinner is served as the journey continues to Cologne.

DAY 8  |  Nov. 5, 2019  |  Cologne (B, L, D)

The morning is dedicated to the fascinating city of Cologne, which 
has over a million inhabitants. You can expect a young, vibrant 
metropolis with a rich cultural history and many world-famous 
sights, in particular the famous Cologne Cathedral. A city tour here 
is a must for everyone with a cultural bent. After lunch, your floating 
hotel departs Cologne. The afternoon is spent on board and in 
the evening, the captain invites you to a festive Gala Dinner, full of 
wonderful regional dishes.

Photo Credit: Basel Tourism

APPROPRIATE FOR: 

Travellers in good health with overall 
good mobility and comfortable 
participating in at least three hours of 
activity each day. Suitable for those 
with minor mobility issues.

ACTIVITY LEVEL: 
EASY PACE



DAY 9  |  Nov. 6, 2019  |  Hoorn - Amsterdam (B, L, D)

By lunchtime you will have crossed yet another country border 
to arrive in the Dutch town of Hoorn. This picturesque village is a 
jumping off point for your overland trip to Amsterdam. For those 
remaining onboard, discover the beauty of the Dutch Waterways as 
the ship glides toward the capital city of the Netherlands, where it will 
remain docked for the evening.

DAY 10  |  Nov. 7, 2019  |  Amsterdam (B)

After breakfast, disembark your cruise. Transfer to your hotel for check in.

Accommodation at Movenpick Hotel Amsterdam City Centre (2 nights)

DAY 11  |  Nov. 8, 2019   |  Amsterdam (B)

Enjoy a full -day Amsterdam city tour including visits to Anne 
Frank’s house, a canal ride and entrance to the  Rijksmuseum. The 
bestselling book “Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl” brought to life 
one of the greatest horrors of the 20th century in a compelling, 
personal way. In the true story, a young Jewish girl, her family, and 
some friends are forced into hiding in Amsterdam to escape the 
Nazis during World War II. The house that served as the Frank family’s 
hiding place for two years survived the war and is now a moving 
museum, with the primary site being the achterhuis (rear house), 
also known as the secret annex. Enjoy a canal ride and then visit 
Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum, the largest and most visited art museum 
in the Netherlands. Its collection, which ranks among the world’s 
finest, includes nearly 8,000 pieces spread over 80 galleries. Some 
of the Rijksmuseum’s most revered works are 15th- to 19th-century 
paintings by Flemish and Dutch masters, including Rembrandt, 
Vermeer, and Frans Hals. In addition to the astounding eight centuries 
of Dutch art and history, the museum has extensive outdoor gardens 
and a Michelin-starred restaurant.

DAY 12  |  Nov. 9, 2019   |  Amsterdam - Toronto/Vancouver (B)

After breakfast, you will transfer to the airport for your flight home.

Photo Credit: Basel Tourism



RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the 
Travel Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus 
operators, etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do 
our best to select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be 
held responsible for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any 
and all bookings made with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms 
and conditions of each and every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited 
by law, tariffs, or conditions set forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Merit Travel and its directors, 
officers, employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and other 
representatives are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages 
(whether direct, indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost 
profits or opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, 
or anxiety (whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, 
and even if Merit and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the 
possibility of damages to such party or any other party) arising from: 

a. Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

b. Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental 
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other 
grounds beyond our control;

c. Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 

d. Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears  
on the passport;

e. Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;

f. Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;

g. Personal injuries or death;

h. Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable 
control including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other 
labour disputes or disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, 
earthquakes, weather conditions, floods or acts of restraints imposed by 
governmental authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST 
and provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit Travel reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase 
in government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency 
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is 
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven 
days of notification and obtain a full refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A non-refundable deposit of 10% of the package price is required at time of 
booking. Full and final payment is due 120 days prior to departure.

Please note, some of our suppliers may require additional deposit or full payments at time of booking, 
pending seasonality. You will be advised of additional requirements at time of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit Travel cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel 
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit Travel tour. Merit Travel’s 
responsibility shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard 
or supplier recommended connections and check-in times.Provided Merit Travel 
supplies such advice, they shall not be responsible for missed connections or 
departures, regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, 
baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and  

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are 
required to sign an Insurance Waiver Form. Note that if you choose not to 
purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any and all penalties imposed 
as stated under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please speak to your 
representative at the time of making reservations about insurance. 

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus 
Merit Travel cannot assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an 
itinerary. Your right to receive a refund is limited. There will be no discounts 
or monies refunded for any missed or unused services. Merit Travel reserves 
the right to cancel the tour for any reason. Should this occur, a full refund 
will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

All cancellations must be received in writing and are subject to the following 
schedule of fees:

a. 121 days and more 10% of total package price per person (full deposit).

b. 120-90 days 50% of total  package price per person.

c. 89-60 days 80% of total package price per person.

d. Less than 60 days 100% of total package price per person.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional penalties associated with 
the airfare. If so, these policies will be noted separately at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels 
due to conditions beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything 
possible to ensure the locations visited, the excursions taken and the hotels 
offered are similar to the ones originally planned. Any change to itineraries 
will not result in eligibility for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request 
a change and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any 
charges imposed by the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the 
right to charge a $50 revision fee for any change made after the deposit is 
paid. A change in name or departure date may constitute a cancellation, and 
the corresponding penalties may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. 
Many countries require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the 
traveller’s return date. Visas may be required for some destinations. It is 
the passenger’s responsibility to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all 
documentation required by all relevant authorities. In the event that the 
passenger does not possess the correct documentation, the air carrier has 
the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we 
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform 
you should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be different from what 
you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute 
your consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel 
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in 
writing upon your return.

TERMS & CONDITIONS

 ON-4499356/4499372  |  BC-34799  |  QC–7002238  |  111 Peter Street, Suite 200, Toronto, ON. M5V 2H1  |  ®Merit Travel is a registered trademark of Merit Travel Group Inc. All rights reserved.


