
*CDN$ p.p. dbl. occ. Taxes included. Based on an outside stateroom cat. E with window or similar. Upgrade to a cat D deluxe stateroom with window or similar: $328. Upgrade to a cat. C deluxe stateroom 
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. . . f o r  the  exper i ence

Start your amazing journey in Lisbon, where you will marvel at the cobbled alleyways, 
ancient ruins and white-domed cathedrals; a captivating scene crafted over centuries. 
There are many opportunities to explore Lisbon’s rich heritage and surrounding towns 
including Sintra and Fatima, one of the holiest places of pilgrimage on earth. 

We begin our luxury cruise in Porto for seven nights and savour the sights as we cruise 
through the dramatic Douro River Valley. To celebrate the authenticity and quality of the 
wines produced in the Douro, you’ll be treated to several visits to typical Portuguese quintas, 
including at Quinta da Avelada, Quinta do Seixo and Quinta da Roêda. Visit picturesque 
Lamego, home to one of the most important pilgrimage sites in all of Portugal, the Lamego 
steps and Spain's golden-hued city, Salamanca, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

Throughout your travels, soak up the genuine beauty and breathtaking charm of one of 
Europe’s most unadulterated landscapes.

ENCHANTING DOURO RIVER CRUISE
By land & river: Lisbon to Porto

MeritTravel.com/HostedTours  |  1.866.341.1777

* Round-trip airfare

• Plaza Premium airport lounge pass

• Lisbon: two nights 4-star hotel 
accommodation with breakfast

• AmaWaterways cruise: seven  
nights luxury sailing onboard 
Amadouro with all meals  
(onboard the cruise only) 

• Lunches and dinners served with 
free-flowing quality red & white 
wines and beer

• Porto: two nights 4-star hotel 
accommodation with breakfast

• Private motor coach transportation 

• Shore excursions

• Merit Travel tour host**

• All transfers, taxes and gratuities***

 What’s Included:

 $7,326* p.p.
Departs: Aug. 28, 2019 
Toronto - $7,326* p.p. 
Vancouver - $7,726* p.p.

11 nights

Lisbon - Porto - Régua - Barca d’Alva - 
Pinhão - Braga - Guimarães

 Visits to:

Single supplements available!  
Call your local Merit Travel expert.

Group size: 30 maximum

  Porto at night, Portugal 

New
This Year



 Your Itinerary  |  Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner = (B, L, D)

DAY 1  |  Aug. 28, 2019  |  Toronto/Vancouver - Lisbon

Board your overnight flight to Lisbon. 

DAY 2  |  Aug. 29, 2019  |  Lisbon (D)

Upon arrival in Lisbon, meet your local guide and join your city tour. 

Start in the Belém district and learn interesting facts about Portugal's 
sailing history and see the UNESCO World Heritage-listed monuments 
in the area. Visit the church at the 16th century Jerónimos Monastery and 
the Tower of Belém, two great examples of Manueline art. You will also 
see the Monument to the Discoveries, which commemorates Portugal's 
important role in the discovery of the Americas. You might like to sample 
the famous “Pastéis de Belém”, a famous Portuguese pastry. 

Continue with a panoramic tour of the Baixa district, Lisbon’s 
downtown, passing the beautiful Gothic-style Rossio train station and 
Rossio Square (Lisbon’s main square). Find out how much the city has 
changed since the devastating earthquake of 1755 that destroyed  
85% of the city. In the evening enjoy dinner at your hotel.

Accommodation at Hotel Mundial (2 nights)

DAY 3  |  Aug. 30, 2019  |  Lisbon (B)

After breakfast, depart for Sintra a charming town known for its 
natural beauty and historical buildings and designated as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. You will also visit Pena Palace and enjoy free 
time at leisure to explore the city. Continue to Cabo da Roca the 
westernmost point of continental Europe. On the way back to Lisbon, 
soak up the scenic views along the Atlantic Coast with photo stops in 
Cascais and Estoril.

DAY 4  |  Aug. 31, 2019  |  Lisbon - Porto (B, D)

After breakfast, transfer to Aveiro, a picturesque town, known as 
the Venice of Portugal due to its canals and colourful boats named 
Moliceiros, similar in design to gondolas. Enjoy free time for lunch. 
Continue to the pier in Vila Nova de Gaia to board your luxurious 
seven-night AmaWaterways cruise. Enjoy dinner onboard the ship.

Accommodation onboard AmaDouro (7 nights)

DAY 5  |  Sept. 1, 2019  |  Régua (B, L, D)

Cruise to Régua where you can visit the Baroque-style Palacio de 
Mateus and its gardens, located in the lovely Trás-os-Montes region. 
Inside the house, you’ll see interesting furnishings, paintings and a 
ceiling of intricately carved wood. The gardens here are considered 
some of the most beautiful in Portugal.

DAY 6  |  Sept. 2, 2019  |  Barca d'Alva (B, L, D)

Spend time soaking up the beauty of the Douro River as you cruise 
to Barca d’Alva, where you will visit Castelo Rodrigo, a small fortified 
village perched high on a hilltop with centuries-old walls, steep 
narrow streets and fantastic views. You can also opt to hike up to the 
village if you'd like to explore more actively. While here, taste some 
delicious locally grown produce.

DAY 7  |  Sept. 3, 2019  |  Barca d'Alva (B, L, D)

Built of golden sandstone, Salamanca is known as a living 
museum, and you will have an opportunity to step back in time 
to the Middle Ages during your escorted tour. Explore the city’s 
elegant university buildings, the New Cathedral of Salamanca, 
the intriguingly decorated House of Shells and Plaza Mayor. While 
here, enjoy lunch as well as a traditional Flamenco show.

DAY 8  |  Sept. 4, 2019  |  Pinhão (B, L, D)

Be treated to an exclusive lunch at Quinta da Avessada, where you’ll 
enjoy an authentic and traditional dining experience complete with 
entertainment. The warm, spirited hospitality of this family-run 
Quinta is quite special as you will discover. Several family members 
play in a band, and while dining, they will entertain you. Quinta de 
Avessada is also a fascinating interactive museum commemorating 
the history and culture of wine in the Alto Douro region, so you’ll have 
fun discovering all the various stages of wine production as well as 
doing plenty of tasting. 

Later in the day, venture to Quinta do Seixo, producers of some of the 
most traditionally made wine in the Douro region. An expert from the 
Sandeman Winery will take you on a tasting and private tour of the wine 
cellars, teaching you about the centuries-old winemaking methods.

APPROPRIATE FOR: 

Travellers who are physically fit and 
comfortable with longer days of touring 
by transport and by foot and do not 
require mobility aids.

ACTIVITY LEVEL: 
SIGHT-SEEING



DAY 9  |  Sept. 5, 2019  |  Régua - Entre-os-Rios (B, L, D)

Travel to picturesque Lamego, home to one of the most important 
pilgrimage sites in all of Portugal, where you’ll go to the Nossa 
Senhora dos Remédios (Sanctuary of Our Lady of Remedies). The 
shrine features a staircase of nearly 700 steps, beautifully decorated 
with white and blue tiles. 

You will also have the opportunity to sample local traditional 
specialties, such as bôlas de Lamego, bread filled with smoked 
ham, presunto, a type of dry-cured ham and Espumante, a 
Portuguese sparkling wine. 

You’ll then go to the formal Episcopal Palace Museum. Later, 
savour a pre-dinner glass of Vinho Verde from the terrace of the 
centuries-old Alpendurada Monastery, followed by a traditional 
“home-cooked” meal.

DAY 10  |  Sept. 6, 2019  |  Porto (B, L, D)

The colourful city of Porto blends the best of old and new, which 
you can discover on an escorted tour of the historic quarter, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Visit and explore the Cathedral, 
one of the city’s oldest monuments and the São Bento Railway 
Station, known for its blue and white tile panels depicting scenes 
from Portuguese history. You’ll also enjoy a tasting of Port, 
Portugal’s most renowned contribution to the world of wine. If 
you prefer to get more active, you can go on a guided hike and 
then enjoy a Port wine tasting.

DAY 11  |  Sept. 7, 2019   |  Porto (B, D)

After breakfast onboard, transfer from the ship in Vila Nova de Gaia to 
your hotel in Porto. 

Enjoy dinner this evening at your hotel.

Accommodation at Hotel Ipanema (2 nights)

DAY 12  |  Sept. 8, 2019   |  Porto - Braga - Guimarães (B, D)

After breakfast, depart for a full day trip to the cities of Braga and 
Guimarães. This will be a unique journey, starting in Braga, one of the 
oldest religious cities in the world. Here you will see the holy shrines 
that constitute the triangle of faith; Cathedral, the Sanctuaries of 
Sameiro and Bom Jesus. After lunch in a local restaurant, the trip 
continues with a visit to Guimarães, the cradle of Portugal. 

Behind the Castle you will have the opportunity to see a small 
church where even today it is believed to have been the site of the 
baptism of the first King of Portugal; King D. Afonso Henriques. The 
city celebrated being the European Capital of Culture in 2012. 

At the end of the day, return to the hotel for dinner.

DAY 13  |  Sept. 9, 2019   |  Porto - Toronto/Vancouver (B)

After breakfast transfer to the airport for your flight home.



RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the 
Travel Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus 
operators, etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do 
our best to select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be 
held responsible for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any 
and all bookings made with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms 
and conditions of each and every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited 
by law, tariffs, or conditions set forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Merit Travel and its directors, 
officers, employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and other 
representatives are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages 
(whether direct, indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost 
profits or opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, 
or anxiety (whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, 
and even if Merit and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the 
possibility of damages to such party or any other party) arising from: 

a. Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

b. Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental 
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other 
grounds beyond our control;

c. Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 

d. Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears  
on the passport;

e. Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;

f. Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;

g. Personal injuries or death;

h. Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable 
control including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other 
labour disputes or disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, 
earthquakes, weather conditions, floods or acts of restraints imposed by 
governmental authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST 
and provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit Travel reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase 
in government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency 
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is 
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven 
days of notification and obtain a full refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A non-refundable deposit of $1,600 is required at time of booking. Full and final 
payment is due 120 days prior to departure.

Please note, some of our suppliers may require additional deposit or full payments at time of booking, 
pending seasonality. You will be advised of additional requirements at time of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit Travel cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel 
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit Travel tour. Merit Travel’s 
responsibility shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard 
or supplier recommended connections and check-in times.Provided Merit Travel 
supplies such advice, they shall not be responsible for missed connections or 
departures, regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, 
baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and  

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are 
required to sign an Insurance Waiver Form. Note that if you choose not to 
purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any and all penalties imposed 
as stated under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please speak to your 
representative at the time of making reservations about insurance. 

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus 
Merit Travel cannot assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an 
itinerary. Your right to receive a refund is limited. There will be no discounts 
or monies refunded for any missed or unused services. Merit Travel reserves 
the right to cancel the tour for any reason. Should this occur, a full refund 
will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

All cancellations must be received in writing and are subject to the following 
schedule of fees:

a. 120 days and more loss of full deposit.

b. 119-90 days 50% of total  package price per person.

c. 89-60 days 80% of total package price per person.

d. Less than 60 days, 100% of total package price per person.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional penalties associated with 
the airfare. If so, these policies will be noted separately at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels 
due to conditions beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything 
possible to ensure the locations visited, the excursions taken and the hotels 
offered are similar to the ones originally planned. Any change to itineraries 
will not result in eligibility for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request 
a change and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any 
charges imposed by the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the 
right to charge a $50 revision fee for any change made after the deposit is 
paid. A change in name or departure date may constitute a cancellation, and 
the corresponding penalties may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. 
Many countries require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the 
traveller’s return date. Visas may be required for some destinations. It is 
the passenger’s responsibility to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all 
documentation required by all relevant authorities. In the event that the 
passenger does not possess the correct documentation, the air carrier has 
the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we 
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform 
you should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be different from what 
you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute 
your consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel 
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in 
writing upon your return.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
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