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. . . f o r  the  exper i ence

Pass through the kitchens and vineyards of beautiful Tuscany! Learn about and indulge in the 
delicious culinary traditions of Italy on this unique hosted tour. Visit the world-renowned wine 
region of Chianti and sample fine wines and cuisine. Enjoy the fabulous art and architecture 
of Florence as well as Siena and Pisa. Have fun in a cooking class in San Gimignano and in 
Rome, tour through the Vatican! Join us as we explore the cities, towns and countryside of 
this picturesque region; rich in fresh, hearty cuisine. A luscious feast for all your senses!

TASTE OF TUSCANY TOUR
Round-trip by land: Rome

MeritTravel.com/HostedTours  |  1.866.341.1777

• Round-trip airfare

• Plaza Premium airport lounge pass

• Tuscany: six nights 4-star hotel 
accommodation

• Rome: two nights 4-star hotel 
accommodation

• Eight breakfasts, one cooking  
class with lunch, one wine tasting 
with lunch and six dinners with wine

• Two wine tastings: Chianti and 
San Gimignano

• Five excursions: Florence, Pisa, 
Siena, Chianti, San Gimignano

• Full-day Vatican  
and Colosseum excursion

• Private motor coach transportation

• Professional local tour manager

• Merit Travel tour host**

• All taxes and gratuities

 What’s Included:

 $4,895* p.p.
Departs: Sept. 27, 2019 
Toronto - $4,895* p.p. 
Vancouver - $5,295* p.p.

8 nights

Rome - Tuscany - Florence -  
Pisa - Chianti Wine Tasting -  
San Gimignano - Siena

 Visits to:

Single supplements available!  
Call your local Merit Travel expert.

Group size: 24 maximum

  Traditional Tuscan pasta

Merit Travel [Location]  |  Address 
[Location]@MeritTravel.com  |  Phone number



 Your Itinerary  |  Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner = (B, L, D)

DAY 1  |  Sept. 27, 2019  |  Toronto - Rome 

Board your overnight flight to Rome. Air Transat flight 386 departs Toronto 
at 9:15 p.m. (Terminal 3) arrives in Rome at 11:50 a.m. the following day. 

DAY 2  |  Sept. 28, 2019  |  Rome - Tuscany (D)

Upon arrival in Rome, we will be met and transferred to the Grand 
Hotel Vittoria, our home base in Tuscany for six nights, where we will 
enjoy a welcome dinner with the group.

Accommodation at Grand Hotel Vittoria or similar (6 nights)

Set in Montecatini Terme, Grand Hotel Vittoria is a charming hotel 
with a privileged location, near the park and the thermal baths, and 
overlooking the town with a unique view of the surrounding hills. 
This hotel was recently renovated and  features an outdoor pool, spa, 
fitness centre , and free WiFi access. 

All rooms come with a satellite flat-screen TV and air conditioning. 
Each room has a private bathroom with a shower and a hairdryer.  
The shopping district and the Montecatini Terme train station are 
within walking distance.

Your base for six nights will be in Montecatini Terme, one of Tuscany’s 
most prominent spa towns and an intoxicating blend of historic 
architecture, gorgeous scenery and great local attractions. The town 
is split between a lower and upper section, known as Montecatini 
Bassa (lower) and Montecatini Alto (upper). One of the best ways 
to go between the two sections is via the town’s historic funicular 
railway, which has been running since 1888. The upper town is most 
historic, with pretty cobbled lanes, stunning views and a 12th century 
church. The spas are also located here, and are some of the best 
known in all of Tuscany. While spa treatments have modernized, there 
are many original spas still standing, including the grand Tettuccio 

Terme – one of the region’s best.  

Viale Verdi the main street through town leads from Piazza Popolo to the 
spas and is bordered on one side by the park. Viale Verde is lined with 
shops, cafes, and restaurants. On this street are two theaters, the tourist 
office, and the historic Gran Cafe Gambrinus, a lively meeting place.

Montecatini Terme is on the rail line between Lucca and Florence, both 
less than an hour train ride. Two trains per hour run between the two 
cities stopping at both of Montecatini's stations and one train per hour 
continues to Viareggio on the coast. Both stations are right in town. 

DAY 3  |  Sept. 29, 2019  |  Tuscany - Florence (B, D)

After breakfast we are off to Florence for a full-day guided walking 
tour of the city which will include the Franciscan church of Santa 
Croce, known as the “Pantheon of the Italian Glories” where many 
illustrious Italians, such as Michelangelo, Galileo, Rossini and 
Machiavelli, are buried. 

In the afternoon we return to Tuscany.

DAY 4  |  Sept. 30, 2019  |  Tuscany - Pisa (B, D)

After breakfast meet at the hotel lobby. This morning depart to Pisa, 
famous for its leaning tower, for a guided tour of the city. 

Pisa has much more to offer the traveller, including its medieval 
centre, beautiful Duomo and Baptistery, parks, statues, and the 
homes of Lord Byron and Shelley. 

Following this walking tour, return to Tuscany.

DAY 5  |  Oct. 1, 2019  |  Tuscany - Chianti (B, L, D)

After breakfast, today we can enjoy unique wine tasting with a private 
tour of the famous cellar of “Chianti”. We will explore the Chianti area, 

ACTIVITY LEVEL:
Sight-seeing

APPROPRIATE FOR: 

Travellers who are physically 
fit and comfortable with longer 
days of touring by transport 
and by foot and do not require 
mobility aids.



some of the famous vineyards and savour in a three-course lunch at the 
Castello Vicchio Maggio, before returning to Tuscany in the afternoon. 

DAY 6  |  Oct. 2, 2019  |  Tuscany - San Gimignano (B, L, D)

After breakfast we will depart for San Gimignano famous for its towers 
and have time to explore the town and then enjoy a traditional cooking 
class with lunch and wine included at Fattorie San Donato Winery. 

We will return to Tuscany in the afternoon.

DAY 7  |  Oct. 3, 2019  |  Tuscany - Siena (B, D)

After breakfast today, we will visit Siena and start with a walking 
tour of the the Cathedral, the Piazza del Campo, the Town Hall, 
and San Domenico. 

At the end of the tour there will be time to visit of the Contrada 
(District) Museum before returning to Tuscany and enjoying a farewell 
Tuscany dinner with the group.

DAY 8  |  Oct. 4, 2019  |  Tuscany - Rome (B)

Today, we will have our last Tuscany breakfast and then check out 
for our departure to Rome. The remainder of the afternoon is at our 
leisure to explore Rome at our own pace. 

You may opt to see the Crossing Piazza de la Repubblica with the 
fountain of the Nayads or stroll through the historical centre where 
you can admire the Trevi fountain, La Colonna di Marco Aurelio, the 
Palazzodi Montecitorio designed by Bernini, the Pantheon, Palazzo 
Madama (seat of the Senato) and Piazza Navona. 

Our hotel is positioned in central Rome, one block from the Tiber 
River in the Prati District, which is an easy 20-minute walk to Vatican 
City and just a 10-minute walk to Castel Sant’Angelo.

Accommodation at Le Meridien Visconti Palace Hotel (2 nights)

DAY 9  |  Oct. 5, 2019  |  Rome (B)

Following breakfast at the hotel we will depart on a half-day tour of 
Vatican City. This tour includes access to the Vatican Museum and the 
Sistine Chapel. We will then  visit the Colosseum, known as the Flavian 
Amphitheatre and the most recognizable ancient Roman building.

In the afternoon, we will return to the hotel.

DAY 10  |  Oct. 6, 2019  |  Rome - Toronto (B)

After breakfast we check out for our transfer to Rome airport. 

Air Transat flight 309 departs Rome at 1:40 p.m. arrives Toronto at 5:30 p.m.



RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the 
Travel Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus 
operators, etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do 
our best to select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be 
held responsible for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any 
and all bookings made with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms 
and conditions of each and every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited 
by law, tariffs, or conditions set forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Merit and its directors, officers, 
employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and other representatives 
are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages (whether direct, 
indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits or 
opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or 
anxiety (whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, 
and even if Merit and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the 
possibility of damages to such party or any other party) arising from: 

a. Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

b. Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental 
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other 
grounds beyond our control;

c. Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 

d. Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears  
on the passport;

e. Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;

f. Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;

g. Personal injuries or death;

h. Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable 
control including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other 
labour disputes or disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, 
earthquakes, weather conditions, floods or acts of restraints imposed by 
governmental authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST 
and provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in 
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency 
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is 
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven 
days of notification and obtain a full refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A deposit of $750 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final 
payment is due 90 days prior to departure.

Please note, some of our suppliers may require additional deposit or full payments at time of booking, 
pending seasonality. You will be advised of additional requirements at time of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel 
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility 
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier 
recommended connections and check-in times.Provided Merit supplies such 
advice, they shall not be responsible for missed connections or departures, 
regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, 
baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and  

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are 
required to sign an Insurance Waiver Form. Note that if you choose not to 
purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any and all penalties imposed 
as stated under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please speak to your 
representative at the time of making reservations about insurance. 

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit 
cannot assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. 
Your right to receive a refund is limited. There will be no discounts or monies 
refunded for any missed or unused services. Merit reserves the right to 
cancel the tour for any reason. Should this occur, a full refund will be made 
to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are 
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour.  The following penalties will be 
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:

a. 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.

b. 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.

c. 59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional penalties associated with 
the airfare. If so, these policies will be noted separately at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels 
due to conditions beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything 
possible to ensure the locations visited, the excursions taken and the hotels 
offered are similar to the ones originally planned. Any change to itineraries 
will not result in eligibility for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request 
a change and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any 
charges imposed by the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the 
right to charge a $50 revision fee for any change made after the deposit is 
paid. A change in name or departure date may constitute a cancellation, and 
the corresponding penalties may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. 
Many countries require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the 
traveller’s return date. Visas may be required for some destinations. It is 
the passenger’s responsibility to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all 
documentation required by all relevant authorities. In the event that the 
passenger does not possess the correct documentation, the air carrier has 
the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we 
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform 
you should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be different from what 
you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute 
your consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel 
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in 
writing upon your return.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
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