
32 
nights

Explore the Wonders of Asia on this unforgettable journey. Start in China’s vibrant and metropolitan city, Shanghai before embarking on a 28-night 
luxury cruise. Modernity meets history as you explore the diverse and captivating terrenes of East Asia, including Hong Kong, Shanghai, Beijing, and 
Seoul! End in Hong Kong with a two-night stay. Hong Kong is one of the world's most cosmopolitan cities where east truly meets west. Enjoy a full-day 
Hong Kong Island tour including a ride on the iconic Star Ferry as you cross Victoria Harbour and a ride on the World's steepest funicular railway, the 
Peak Tram! Visit Aberdeen, the famous fishing village where you’ll see Hong Kong’s junk-dwelling “floating community”. Finally visit Stanley Market and 
hunt for a bargain or relax within the charming seaside village. You will be fascinated with all the discoveries on this spectacular journey of a lifetime!

Asia
MeritTravel.com/Longstays  |  1.866.341.1777

*CDN$ p.p. dbl. occ. Taxes and port fees included. Based on an interior stateroom Cat. L or similar. Single Supplement: $4,900. Upgrade to an ocean view stateroom Cat. D or similar: $990. Upgrade to a balcony 
stateroom Cat. VD or similar: $2,090. Upgrade to a balcony stateroom Cat. VB or similar: $2,330. †Plaza Premium airport lounge pass applicable at Toronto, Vancouver and Edmonton airports only. Airfare available 
from most Canadian airports please enquire. ***Cruise: Meals and ^gratuities are included onboard cruise. Shore excursions are not included. **Minimum 15 participants required for a Merit Travel tour host.  

 ON-4499356/4499372 | BC-34799 | 111 Peter Street, Suite 200, Toronto, ON. M5V 2H1. ®Merit Travel is a registered trademark of Merit Travel Group Inc. All rights reserved.

THE WONDERS OF ASIA - SHANGHAI, CHINA, 
SOUTH KOREA & JAPAN, ASIA COLLECTORS 
CRUISE & HONG KONG | 4-5  
Onboard MS Westerdam

LONGSTAYS

* Round-trip airfare

• Plaza Premium airport lounge pass† 

• Airport transfers in country

• Shanghai: two nights at the 5-star Westin Bund 
Centre with breakfast and welcome dinner

• Full-day excursion to Yu Yuan Garden and the 
famous Bund with lunch

• Half-day excursion to Zhujiajiao with lunch

• Holland America Cruise: 28-night Asia Collectors 
sailing onboard MS Westerdam with meals***

• Hong Kong: two nights at the 5-star 
Intercontinental Hotel on the Kowloon 
waterfront, with breakfast and free WiFi

• Half-day Hong Kong Island Tour with a ride on 
the Star Ferry, a ride on the Peak tram and visit 
to Aberdeen and Stanley Market

• Welcome dinner at Peking Garden

• All transfers and gratuities^

• Merit Travel tour host**

 What’s Included:

 Hosted

Group size: 30 maximum

Departure dates:
Feb. 14, 2019: 

Toronto - $10,695* p.p. 
Calgary - $10,595* p.p. 
Vancouver - $10,395* p.p.

Includes most meals!

  Visits to: 

Shanghai | Qingdao | Tianjin 
(Beijing) | Incheaon (Seoul) |  
Jeju City | Fukuoka (Hakata) | 
Nagasaki | Shanghai | Busan 
(Pusan) | Fukuoka (Hakata) |  
Naha | Ishigaki Island | Hualien | 
Keelung (Taipei) | Kaohsiung | 
Manila | Hong Kong

New
This Year



APPROPRIATE FOR: 

Travellers who are physically fit and 
comfortable with longer days of touring 
by transport and by foot and do not 
require mobility aids.

  Facilities:

Notes for you to keep in mind during your stay.

Accommodation: MS Westerdam - Recently updated with new bar, 
entertainment and dining venues, plus completely reimagined 
suites, MS. Westerdam is a fascinating destination in her own right. 
On board, enjoy live entertainment with Music Walk™, including 
Lincoln Centre Stage, B.B. King's Blues Club and Billboard Onboard. 
Learn culinary skills at a cooking show or hands-on workshop with 
America's Test Kitchen. Enrich your travel experience at the new 
Exploration Central atop the ship.

  Your Itinerary  |  Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner = (B, L, D) 

Day 1  |  Feb. 14, 2019  |  TORONTO - SHANGHAI

Board overnight flight to Shanghai, China. Cathay Pacific Flight 829 
Departs Toronto at 1:20 a.m. Arrives Hong Kong at  6:00 a.m. on  
Feb. 15. Connecting with Cathay Pacific flight 368 departs Hong Kong 
at 8:45 a.m. Arrives in Shanghai at 11:15 am.

Day 2  |  Feb. 15, 2019  |  SHANGHAI 

Upon arrival in Shanghai, your local representative will meet you for 
the transfer to your hotel. Check in to the 5-star* Westin Bund Centre,  a 
5-minute walk from the magnificent Bund and a 10-minute walk from 
East Nanjing Road Subway Station (line 2 and 10) and Yu Garden.

Overnight at the Westin Bund Centre (2 nights)

Day 3  |  Feb. 16, 2019  |  SHANGHAI (B, L)

Included full-day tour of Shanghai: Breakfast at your hotel, tour starts 
at 9:00 a.m. Yuyuan Garden, a place of peace and comfort in the heart of 
bustling Shanghai, dates back to the fabled Ming Dynasty. Now a popular 
tourist destination, Yuyuan began as a private garden created by Pan 
Yunduan, who spent almost 20 years - and all of his savings - building a 
garden in order to please his parents in their old age. That is why he called 
this garden "Yuyuan" as "yu" in Chinese means "peace and health".

Next, visit Chenghuangmiao Old Street, and roam the area for crafts 
and souvenirs and you may want to snack on deliciously fresh 
Shanghai cuisine like pork skewers, sesame ball, sticky tofu, baked 
sweet potato, soup dumpling and so on. Lunch and a soft drink 
beverage is included at a local restaurant.

Visit Shanghai World Financial Centre. With its unique rectangular 
opening at the top of the tower for wind tunnelling, it's an instantly 
recognizable landmark in the Shanghai skyline. Currently the third 
tallest building in the world, it has a very impressive observation deck 
located above the opening that offers a birds eye view of the city from 
the world’s highest observation deck.

The afternoon is spent with a walk along the famous Bund with its 
colonial architecture. The Bund, also called the Zhongshan Road,  

is a famous waterfront and has been regarded as the symbol of 
Shanghai for hundreds of years. It starts from the Baidu Bridge, which 
is at the connecting point of the Huangpu River and the Suzhou Creek 
and winds to the East Jinling Road, 1,500 metres (1.5 km’s) to the east. 
Walking along the Bund, the Oriental Pearl TV Tower can be seen on 
the opposite side and also the Jin Mao Tower. Being one of the Top 
Ten Shanghai Attractions, the Bund is a grand attraction and offers a 
peaceful stroll with spectacular views in downtown Shanghai.

Day 4  |  Feb. 17, 2019  |  SHANGHAI (B, L, D)

Included half-day excursion to Zhujiajiao: After breakfast depart on 
a half-day tour to Zhujiajiao, a town with over 1,000 years of history, 
and featuring rivers, bridges, old streets and gardens. Small rivers 
crisscross the town with 36 old bridges on them. Over 1,000 houses 
first built in Ming and Qing dynasties (1368-1911) stand along both 
sides of nine narrow streets. Visit this old town including Fangsheng 
Bridge -A stone arch bridge built during the mid-Qing Dynasty, which 
is viewed as the landmark structure of Zhujiajiao. Lunch and a soft 
drink beverage is included at a local restaurant. 

Transfer to cruise port to embark Holland America’s MS Westerdam. 
Embark at any time, cruise does not leave until next day.

Overnight onboard MS Westerdam (28 nights)

Day 5  |  Feb. 18, 2019  |  SHANGHAI (D)

Departs 6:00 p.m.

Day 6  |  Feb. 19, 2019  |  AT SEA (B, L, D)

Day 7  |  Feb. 20, 2019  |  QINGDAO, CHINA (B, L, D)

Arrives 8:00 a.m. Departs 6:00 p.m.

Day 8  |  Feb. 21, 2019  |  AT SEA (B, L, D)

Day 9  |  Feb. 22, 2019  |  TIANJIN, CHINA (B, L, D)

Arrives 8:00 a.m.

Day 10  |  Feb. 23, 2019  |  TIANJIN, CHINA (B, L, D)

Departs 6:00 p.m.

Day 11  |  Feb. 24, 2019  |  AT SEA (B, L, D)

Day 12  |  Feb. 25, 2019  |  INCHEAON, SOUTH KOREA (B, L, D)

Arrives 8:00 a.m.

Day 13  |  Feb. 26, 2019  |  INCHEAON, SOUTH KOREA (B, L, D)

Departs 4:00 p.m.

Day 14  |  Feb. 27, 2019  |  JEJU CITY, SOUTH KOREA (B, L, D)

Arrives 10:00 a.m. Departs 6:00 p.m.



 

  
  

 
 

Day 15  |  Feb. 28, 2019  |  FUKUOKA, JAPAN (B, L, D)

Arrives 8:00 a.m. Departs 6:00 p.m.

Day 16  |  Mar. 1, 2019  |  NAGASAKI, JAPAN (B, L, D)

Arrives 8:00 a.m. Departs 6:00 p.m.

Day 17  |  Mar. 2, 2019  |  AT SEA (B, L, D)

Day 18  |  Mar. 3, 2019  |  SHANGHAI, CHINA (B, L, D)

Arrives 7:00 a.m.

Day 19  |  Mar. 4, 2019  |  SHANGHAI, CHINA (B, L, D)

Departs 6:00 p.m.

Day 20  |  Mar. 5, 2019  |  AT SEA (B, L, D)

Day 21  |  Mar. 6, 2019  |  BUSAN, SOUTH KOREA (B, L, D)

Arrives 8:00 a.m. Departs 5:00 p.m.

Day 22  |  Mar. 7, 2019  |  FUKUOKA, JAPAN (B, L, D)

Arrives 8:00 a.m. Departs 6:00 p.m.

Day 23  |  Mar. 8, 2019  |  AT SEA (B, L, D)

Day 24  |  Mar. 9, 2019  |  NAHA, JAPAN (B, L, D)

Arrives 7:00 a.m. Departs 5:00 p.m.

Day 25  |  Mar. 10, 2019  |  ISHIGAKI ISLAND, JAPAN (B, L, D)

Arrives 9:00 a.m. Departs 6:00 p.m.

Day 26  |  Mar. 11, 2019  |  HUALIEN, TAIWAN (B, L, D)

Arrives 8:00 a.m. Departs 5:00 p.m.

Day 27  |  Mar. 12, 2019  |  KEELUNG, TAIWAN (B, L, D)

Arrives 8:00 a.m. Departs 5:00 p.m.

Day 28  |  Mar. 13, 2019  |  KAOHSIUNG, TAIWAN (B, L, D)

Arrives 8:00 a.m. Departs 5:00 p.m.

Day 29  |  Mar. 14, 2019  |  AT SEA (B, L, D)

Day 30  |  Mar. 15, 2019  |  MANILA, PHILIPPINES (B, L, D)

Arrives 8:00 a.m. Departs 6:00 p.m.

Day 31  |  Mar. 16, 2019  |  AT SEA (B, L, D)

Day 32  |  Mar. 17, 2019  |  HONG KONG (B)

Ship arrives at 8:00 a.m. Transfer to your hotel for check in. The 
InterContinental Hong Kong, is a luxury hotel located in the most 
dramatic location on the Kowloon waterfront, with spectacular views 
of the island. InterContinental Hong Kong and its acclaimed Cantonese 
restaurant, Yan Toh Heen has been awarded five-stars by the Forbes 
Travel Guide in its Official 2018 star ratings. The hotel is one of only 8 
five-star hotels in Hong Kong. Guests can enjoy Hong Kong’s skyline 
from the three infinity spa pools. The InterContinental’s I-Spa offers a 
hot tub, sauna and massage service, while the 24-hour fitness centre 
offers free yoga and tai chi classes. Remainder of the day at leisure.

Overnight at InterContinental Hong Kong (2 nights)

Day 33  |  Mar. 18, 2019  |  HONG KONG (B, D)

Breakfast at your hotel. Embark on a half-day tour of Hong Kong Island.  
Hong Kong was once a simple fishing village. Today, it is one of the world's most 
cosmopolitan cities where east truly meets west. See all the highlights of Hong 
Kong Island on this orientation tour. It is a great way to get to know Hong Kong 
and its famous landmarks and history. Start with a ride on the iconic Star Ferry 
as you cross Victoria Harbour one of Hong Kong’s greatest assets, a jewel that 
people marvel at no matter how many times they visit the city. 

Next enjoy a ride on the World's steepest funicular railway, the Peak Tram! 
Looking down from the Peak, you'll be amazed by the spectacular view of the 
surrounding city skyline, the world-famous Victoria Harbour and Kowloon, 
towering skyscrapers and peaceful green hillsides. You will then visit Aberdeen, 
the famous fishing village where you’ll see Hong Kong’s junk-dwelling “floating 
community” - still very much a part of Hong Kong life. Enjoy a 15 to 20 minute 
sampan ride into the typhoon shelter for a close-up view of waterborne life.

Next you will pass through picturesque Repulse Bay on your way to Stanley, 
a popular market town on the sunny south side of Hong Kong Island. Spend 
the remainder of your tour exploring Stanley's relaxed ambience and markets 
where bargain buys have made it world famous. 

Tonight, enjoy dinner at Peking Garden.

Day 34  |  Mar. 19, 2019  |  HONG KONG - TORONTO (B)

Breakfast at hotel. Transfer to the airport for your flight home. 

Cathay Pacific flight 826 departs Hong Kong at 6:15 p.m. Arrives in 
Toronto at 9:20 p.m.

**Per room category booked, valid for future travel only.



RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the 
Travel Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus 
operators, etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do 
our best to select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be 
held responsible for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any 
and all bookings made with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms 
and conditions of each and every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited 
by law, tariffs, or conditions set forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Merit and its directors, officers, 
employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and other representatives 
are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages (whether direct, 
indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits or 
opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or 
anxiety (whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, 
and even if Merit and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the 
possibility of damages to such party or any other party) arising from: 

a. Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

b. Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental 
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other 
grounds beyond our control;

c. Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 

d. Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears  
on the passport;

e. Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;

f. Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;

g. Personal injuries or death;

h. Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable 
control including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other 
labour disputes or disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, 
earthquakes, weather conditions, floods or acts of restraints imposed by 
governmental authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST 
and provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in 
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency 
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is 
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven 
days of notification and obtain a full refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A deposit of $750 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final 
payment is due 90 days prior to departure.

Please note, some of our suppliers may require additional deposit or full payments at time of booking, 
pending seasonality. You will be advised of additional requirements at time of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel 
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility 
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier 
recommended connections and check-in times.Provided Merit supplies such 
advice, they shall not be responsible for missed connections or departures, 
regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, 

baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and  
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are 
required to sign an Insurance Waiver Form. Note that if you choose not to 
purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any and all penalties imposed as stated 
under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please speak to your representative at the 
time of making reservations about insurance. 

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit 
cannot assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right 
to receive a refund is limited. There will be no discounts or monies refunded for 
any missed or unused services. Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any 
reason. Should this occur, a full refund will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are 
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour.  The following penalties will be 
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:

a. 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.

b. 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.

c. 59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional penalties associated with 
the airfare. If so, these policies will be noted separately at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to 
conditions beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to 
ensure the locations visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are 
similar to the ones originally planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in 
eligibility for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a 
change and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges 
imposed by the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to 
charge a $50 revision fee for any change made after the deposit is paid. A change 
in name or departure date may constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding 
penalties may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many 
countries require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s 
return date. Visas may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s 
responsibility to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all documentation required 
by all relevant authorities. In the event that the passenger does not possess the 
correct documentation, the air carrier has the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we 
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform 
you should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be different from what 
you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute 
your consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel 
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in 
writing upon your return.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
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