
  Itinerary:

Day 1  |  CANADA - PHUKET

Flight information not available.

Day 2  |  PHUKET

Upon arrival at Phuket Airport, you will be met by your local representative for your transfer to your hotel. Rest of the day will be at leisure.

The BYD Lofts Boutique Hotel and Apartments are located 200 m from the world famous Patong Beach, the apartments are nicely placed within 
minutes of shops, restaurants and other attractions. The modern apartments offer a king size bed draped in 400-thread count Egyptian cotton 
linens, goose feather duvet and pillows, Wi-Fi, personal safe, hairdryer, high quality bathrobe and slippers, fitted European kitchen equipped 
with appliances, dinnerware, 46-inch flat screen TV, daily housekeeping service, with complimentary water on turndown service. Facilities 
include: two outdoor swimming pools, BYD Bar and Bistro restaurant featuring Thai and European cuisine, Café Soho with a Parisian style café, 
and a wine collection with an extensive list of wines from around the world.

Overnight at the BYD Loft Phuket (5 nights)

Day 3  |  PHUKET (B)

Your day is at leisure.

Day 4  |  PHUKET (B)

Included half-day Phuket Island excursion (Feb. 6, 2019) After breakfast depart on your tour. A cultural and scenic treat to enrich your holiday 
memories discover the beauty and the charm of the "Pearl of the Andaman" Phuket. A chance to take in the natural beauty of Phuket Island as 
you are driven along scenic beach roads through Patong, Karon, Kata and Rawai. Take in the 'Three Beaches' viewpoint here you can sit back 
and take in the stunning vista of the beautiful bays of Kata Noi, Kata, Karon and Koh Pu Island, one of the island's best scenic spots. This tour 
gives you an insight to Phuket Island. It also includes a leisurely drive around Phuket Town to view the Sino-Portuguese style buildings with a 
short time to wander around the local market or admire the Sino-Portuguese architecture at your own leisure. Other attractions visited are, Wat 
Chalong, Phuket's most beautiful and renowned monastery, Big Buddha at Chalong, a Cashew Nut Factory where you may sample the culinary 
delights on offer and last but not least the famous sunset viewpoint at Promthep Cape which is home to one of the most beautiful vistas on the 
island of Phuket.

Remainder of the day at leisure.

Day 5  |  PHUKET (B, L)

Included full-day Similan Islands excursion by private speedboat (Feb. 7, 2019) Breakfast at your hotel before your tour. This tour takes guests 
to one of the best snorkeling sites in Thailand. The Similan Islands form an area of great natural beauty and they were declared a Marine National 
Park in 1982. They are surrounded by clear water and contain abundant marine life; from small fish to manta rays. Consisting of nine islands 
fringed with rocky outcrops and beaches with fine white sand, the islands are a diver’s dream. Water clarity is excellent and each island has its 
own unique scenery. In the morning, we are taken across the Andaman Sea to Honeymoon Bay and Koh Ha for snorkeling before heading over to 
Na Beach on Koh Miang where we can either snorkel in Princess Bay or explore the island and laze on the beach. Afterwards, a Thai buffet-style 
lunch is served at an idyllic beachside restaurant. Then it is time to head to Christmas Point for swimming and snorkeling and onto Donald Duck 
Bay for either swimming or a hike to the island’s viewpoint. The journey back to Phuket is made at 3pm. Travel time on the boat is approximately 
90 min each way.

Note: What to bring; Non-slip Shoes, Sunglasses, Hat, Sun Tan Lotion, Spare T-shirt, Shorts, Beach Towel, Swimming Suit, Camera and 
Waterproof Holder/Bag to carry the equipment in case of rain or water etc.

Day 6  |  PHUKET (B)

Your day is at leisure.

Day 7  |  PHUKET (B, D)

Breakfast at hotel and check out. Transfer to pier and board your seven-night Star Clippers cruise. Settle in to your cabin and enjoy dinner 
onboard. Cruise departs at 10:00 p.m.

Star Clipper is a modern cruise ship, created for luxury-loving passengers who also love the traditions and romance of the legendary era of sailing 
ships. Star Clipper is 360 feet long and carries just 170 guests in pampered comfort.

Life aboard is blissfully relaxed, much like traveling on a private yacht. You’ll never feel confined on Star Clipper. The ship offers spacious 
accommodations and expansive teak decks with ample space and two swimming pools. In fact, you’ll find that this ship offers more outdoor 



space per passenger than most conventional cruise ships.

Star Clipper features open-seating dining in an elegantly appointed dining room, our convivial indoor-outdoor Tropical Bar and Piano Bar, and 
an Edwardian style library where a Belle Époque fireplace glows with a warmth that reflects the friendliness and enthusiasm of Star Clippers’ 
hospitable officers and crew.

Overnight onboard Star Clipper (7 nights)

Day 8  |  KO SURIN (B, L, D)

Arrives 12 p.m. Departs 6 p.m.

Day 9  |  SIMILAN ISLANDS (B, L, D)

Arrives 10 a.m. Departs 6 p.m.

Day 10  |  HIN DAENG - KO ROK NOK (B, L, D)

Arrives 7 a.m. Departs 8:30 a.m. | Arrives 12 p.m. Departs 6 p.m.

Day 11  |  LANGKAWI (B, L, D)

Arrives 8 a.m. Departs 5:30 p.m.

Day 12  |  KO KRADAN (B, L, D)

Arrives 10 a.m. Departs 6 p.m.

Day 13  |   PHANG NGA BAY - KO HONG (B, L, D)

Arrives 9:30 a.m. Departs 11:30 a.m. | Arrives 12 p.m. Departs 5:30 p.m.

Day 14  |   PHUKET - BANGKOK (B)

Cruise arrives at 5:30 a.m. Breakfast onboard and disembark. You will be met by a local representative for your transfer to the airport. Fly from 
Phuket to Bangkok. Upon arrival in Bangkok, transfer to hotel and check in.

Aetas Residence is located in Bangkok’s Ruamrudee (Wireless Road), conveniently near Central Chidlom Mall. Offering modern apartments, it 
has a free shuttle to Ploenchit BTS Skytrain Station and free Wi-Fi. All Season Place is just opposite the hotel and has a supermarket and shops. 
Central World and Gaysorn Plaza are a 20-minute walk, or a 5-minute Skytrain journey, from the hotel.

Overnight at Aetas Residence Hotel (2 nights)

Day 15  |   BANGKOK (B, L)

Included half-day Damnoen Saduak floating market excursion (Feb. 17, 2019) After breakfast, begin your tour. There are countless floating markets 
throughout Thailand, but the Damnoen Saduak Floating Market is the most famous. Situated 110 km from Bangkok in Ratchaburi province, this 
market is like a trip back in time to the Siam of old. You will see colourfully clad merchants, paddle along congested canals in sturdy canoes laden 
with fresh fruit, vegetables and other foodstuff to sell to shoppers on the canal banks. Lunch will be provided at Sala Rattanakosin Restaurant.

After visiting the market, we continue on to the Grand Palace, an architectural wonder of golden stupas, walls and pillars encrusted in shining and 
colourful mosaics. Previously the residence of past Kings of Thailand, you will see palaces once used for different occasions, the Reception Hall, 
the Coronation Hall, the Throne Hall, the Royal Guest House and Wat Phra Kaew. The palace served as the official residence of kings of Thailand 
from the 18th to the mid-20th century. The most famous building within the palace grounds is Wat Phra Kaew and this is regarded as the most 
sacred Buddhist temple in Thailand. Continue to Wat Po, with its massive reclining Buddha.

Transfer back to hotel at the end of the excursion.

Day 16  |   BANGKOK - HANOI (B)

Included half-day Thonburi Klong excursion (Feb. 18, 2019) Breakfast at your hotel. Cruising through the Thonburi canals is an unforgettable 
experience! The journey down the legendary Chao Phraya River, known as the “River of Kings”, and its tributary klongs (canals) gives a 
perspective on the critical importance this waterway played in the creation of Bangkok and the old capital of Thonburi, hence the title “Venice of 
the East”. A boat trip takes us to the famous riverside landmarks, including stops at the magnificent Royal Barges Museum. We then proceed past 
other notable icons such as the Holy Rosary Church, which was built by the Portuguese who were the first Europeans to settle in Thailand in the 



16th century; and the Oriental Hotel, famous for hosting celebrated authors such as Joseph Conrad and Somerset Maugham.

Later today, transfer to Bangkok Suvarnabhumi International Airport where you will board your onward flight to Hanoi.  Upon arrival, clear 
customs and meet your representative who will transfer you to your hotel.

Silk Path Hotel Hanoi offers elegant accommodation in Hanoi's Old Quarter. The top-floor fitness centre has a steam bath offering panoramic 
views of Hoan Kiem Lake. Free WiFi is provided. Guests can rejuvenate with a work-out at the fitness centre or sauna. Silk Path Hotel has a hot 
tub, a quiet reading lounge.

Overnight at Silk Path Hotel Hanoi (3 nights)

Day 17  |   HANOI (B, L, D)

Breakfast at your hotel. Morning tour to “Tribute to Uncle Ho”. Visit Ba Dinh Square where silent sentries guard the marble mausoleum in which 
Ho Chi Minh lies in state, usually crowded with Vietnamese of all ages wishing to show their respects (visit exterior of the mausoleum only). 
Continue to the modest stilted wooden bungalow where Uncle Ho lived and worked a symbol of his simplicity and gentleness. Nearby visit Ho 
Chi Minh Museum, dedicated to the late Vietnamese leader. Also known as the 'father of the nation’, the museum chronicles the evolution of 
Vietnamese independence. French architecture features prominently in Hanoi and the nearby former Governor's Residence is a fine example. 
Continue to the One Pillar Pagoda, a Buddhist pagoda with a history steeped in folklore. The final stop this morning is the monument where US 
politician John McCain was shot- down on Truc Bach Lake. Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant

In the afternoon, continue with a tour of Hanoi city’s highlights. This afternoon, visit the Temple of Literature, a serene retreat from the busy 
streets outside. Built in 1070 and dedicated to Confucius, it became Vietnam's first university.

Then enjoy an orientation of Hanoi, its tree-lined streets resplendent with French colonial architecture, including the exquisite, recently restored 
Opera House. Pass Hoan Kiem Lake, also known as the ‘Lake of the Restored Sword’ after the legend that surrounds it, en-route to the Hanoi’s 
famous Hoa Lo Museum (former prison famously known as the ‘Hanoi Hilton’). 

The best way to experience Hanoi's Old Quarter is on foot and on a cyclo so next we take a cyclo ride and a walking tour through an area of the 
city known as ’36 Streets’. The oldest continuously developed area of Vietnam, this densely populated section of Hanoi was once an important 
centre of commerce where goods were sold on the street name of a particular guild. The labyrinthine alleyways are perfect for exploring on foot 
with names such as Sugar Street, Tin Street and Paper Street. Tonight, enjoy dinner with your group at Wild Rice restaurant.

Day 18  |   HANOI (B, L)

Included full-day excursion of the Hanoi countryside (Feb. 20, 2019) Breakfast at your hotel. Depart Hanoi for the 1.5 hour drive to Duong Lam 
village, one of the few heritage protected villages in Vietnam. This excursion provides the opportunity to trace the origins of many of Vietnam’s 
traditions as well as discover the architecture of its ancient houses and wander through narrow alleyways. Arrive in Duong Lam, an agricultural 
village of the northern Red River Delta where traditional houses built over one hundred years ago are preserved. A short walk brings you to the 
village communal house, a place where locals worship the gods and stands as a fine example of northern Vietnamese architecture. 

Walk or cycle through the winding village lanes and lush green rice fields, appreciating the simplicity of life for a Vietnamese farmer and the 
natural beauty that surrounds their existence. Continue by foot or bicycle to Mia Pagoda where you will learn of the legend of a 17th century 
Vietnamese Queen and see the 287 Buddhist statues kept there - more than at any other pagoda in the country. 

Upon returning from your ride visit a 300-year old traditional house where you will be invited for lunch by the family. 

Return to Hanoi in the late afternoon and the rest of day at leisure.

Day 19  |   HANOI (B, L, D)

Breakfast at your hotel. At 8:00 a.m., leave your hotel by a private transfer (drive takes approx. 3.5 hours) for Ha Long Bay. Upon arrival at Ha Long 
city, embark and check-into your overnight cruise. Cruise begins with welcome drink and safety briefing.  1:30 am – 2:30 pm: Set menu lunch 
served in the outdoor dining room (depending on the weather) while cruising into magnificent Bai Tu Long Bay; admire the fascinating limestone 
karsts on the way.  

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm: Cruise to Vung Dang – Cong Dam area: Swim or relax on a white sandy beach; Go kayaking through the mystery Karst 
Mountains in Vung Dang area. 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm: Return to Dragon Legend Cruise to refresh in the Mineral Seawater Pool, Fitness Room or the 
Spa and Massage Services before dinner. 8:30 pm: Spend the rest of your evening relaxing, talking with the onboard team, watching movies, 
listening to music. Overnight in Tra San area.

Overnight onboard Dragon Legend join-in Vessel (1 night)

Day 20  |   HALONG BAY - DA NANG - HỘI AN (B, L)

6:30 am – 7:00 am: Start a new day with a Tai Chi demonstration on the sun-deck. 7:00 am – 7:30 am: Take in the morning view of the Bay’s 
landscape with a cup of tea or coffee and enjoy breakfast in the fresh air. 7:30 am – 9:45 am: Cruise to Cong Do area to explore the well- hidden 
Thien Canh Son Cave. 10:00 am: Check out of your cabin. 10:45 am – 11:30 am: Enjoy a Buffet lunch while cruising towards the harbor. 11:30 am 
– 12:00 pm: Disembark. Meet your guide and transfer to Hanoi Noi-Bai Airport for flight to Da Nang. On arrival, transfer from Da Nang Airport to 



your hotel in Hội An for check- in. Remainder of the day at leisure.

Located in Hội An, Boutique Hội An Resort offers modern rooms with private balconies facing the sea. The air-conditioned rooms feature free 
WiFi and private bathrooms. Massages are available. Guests can experience the local culture with the Vietnamese cooking classes offered by the 
hotel. Boutique Hội An Resort also offers a fully equipped gym and an outdoor pool and the beach is a seven minute walk from the resort.

Overnight at Boutique Hội An Resort (3 nights)

Day 21  |   HỘI AN (B, L)

Included half-day Tra Que Village excursion by bicycle (Feb. 23, 2019) Breakfast at your hotel. Start the day with a short drive to the village 
of Tra Que. Located on the edge of Hội An, this small settlement is renowned for its organic gardens crammed with wonderfully fresh herbs, 
spices and vegetables. Observe the local farmers as they go about their daily business and learn a little about their customs and traditions. 
Then it's time to help out and assist with the preparation of the land for sowing and planting. Traditional farming implements in hand, you will 
help fertilize the ground using seaweed from the nearby river, then water it using twin watering cans supported on a bamboo pole across the 
shoulders before finally assisting with the picking and packaging process. You will be rewarded for your handwork with a revitalizing herbal foot 
massage. Then have fun making Tam Huu, spring rolls made with local herbs and vegetables, before enjoying a scrumptious meal using locally 
produced ingredients and age-old family recipes. 

Following lunch, take a walking tour to visit Hội An-located 30km south of Da Nang, the sublime riverside town of Hội An is a feast for the eyes. 
Devoid of most forms of motorised transport, the UNESCO World Heritage-listed Old Town of this ancient port is ideal for exploring on foot. 
Discover beautifully preserved old merchant houses, atmospheric temples and lively markets as you stroll through the back streets of this 
enchanting destination. You will visit the iconic 400-year-old Japanese Bridge and the busy waterfront, where colourful fishing boats bob up and 
down on the Thu Bon River.  There will also be time to peruse the numerous boutiques and galleries that line the narrow streets and perhaps 
make a purchase or two. During the walk, we will also stop at the home of a craftsman in the old quarter for a silk lantern making workshop. We’ll 
have a brief introduction to the history, shape and colour of the lanterns, as well as the many stages of making them. We’ll make our own lantern 
to take home with us as a souvenir.

Day 22  |   HỘI AN - DA NANG - HO CHI MINH (B)

Breakfast at your hotel. This morning is at leisure for you to enjoy the facilities at your resort, or to further explore the historic town at your own 
pace. After check- out, drive to the Da Nang Airport for flight to Ho Chi Minh City. Arrival transfer from Tan Son Nhat airport to your hotel for 
check- in and the rest of day at leisure. 

Option excursion: Saigon Street food tour by antique Vespa (booked locally).

Saigon Prince Hotel is a boutique hotel offering luxury accommodation on Nguyen Hue Boulevard. It is within walking distance of Ben Thanh 
Market, the Opera House and Saigon River. Free Wi-Fi is provided in the entire property.

Overnight at Saigon Prince Hotel (3 nights)

Day 23  |   HO CHI MINH (B, L)

Included half-day Cu Chi Tunnel excursion (Feb. 25, 2019) Breakfast at your hotel. Meet your tour guide at the hotel lobby and drive to Cu Chi 
Tunnels- synonymous with the Vietnam War and a testament to the determined spirit of the Vietnamese, the underground network of passages 
at Cu Chi is a fascinating day trip out of the city.

Work on the tunnels began during the war against the French in the 1940s and over the next 25 years as the conflict with America escalated, they 
were improved and expanded to create an underground city of meeting areas, storerooms, living quarters and much more. The tunnels allowed 
the Viet Cong to control a vital area of South Vietnam and at their height, extended for more than 200KM in length and stretched from what was 
then Saigon to the Cambodian border.

Preserved as a memorial park, two sections of this remarkable network are open to the public. Visiting the area at Ben Dinh, there is the option 
to go below the surface and visit sections of the tunnels first hand. The more adventurous may go deeper and your guide will be on hand to give 
guidance on the degree of expected difficulty. There is plenty of interest above ground as well and it is recommended to bring good footwear, 
sunscreen and a hat. Please note you may get a little dusty if you decide to go underground.

Enjoy lunch at Di Mai Restaurant then continue on an afternoon tour of the highlights of Ho Chi Minh City:

Visit the Reunification Palace, formerly named the Presidential Palace, this important city landmark was assured its place in history on 30th 
April 1975, when the first North Vietnamese tanks rumbled past, signaling the Fall of Saigon and ultimately the end of the Vietnam War. Now a 
museum complete with period meeting areas, war rooms and a basement communication centre, after your visit, walk the short distance to 
Notre Dame Cathedral. At the centre of HCMC’s government district, this romantic church dates back to the late 19th century and is a popular 
backdrop for wedding photographs. Across the street from the cathedral is the city’s striking French colonial-era post office, whilst Hotel de Ville 
de Saigon, officially Ho Chi Minh City Hall, is another of the city’s more prominent buildings. 

The Museum of Vietnamese History is housed in yet another fine example of Sino-French architecture. Dating back to the 1920s, it contains an 
excellent series of exhibits dating from the Bronze Age to the Nguyen dynasty, the last ruling family of Vietnam. 



As an alternative to the Museum of Vietnamese History, visit the elegant Fine Arts Museum with its impressive collection of ancient and modern 
art and sculptures, or the War Remnants Museum, which is primarily dedicated to the Vietnam War but also includes exhibits dating back to the 
French colonialist period and the first Indochina War.

The final stop today is the unforgettable Jade Emperor Pagoda. With the pungent smell of incense hanging heavy in the air and an interior 
packed full of ornate carvings and fierce-looking statues, this Taoist temple is one of the most atmospheric places of worship in the city. Transfer 
back to your hotel after your visit or alternatively be dropped off at Ben Thanh market for personal exploration and a spot of souvenir hunting.

Day 24  |   HO CHI MINH (B, L, D)

Included full-day Mekong excursion (Feb. 26, 2019) Breakfast at your hotel. Journey south of Ho Chi Minh City by road for approximately 2.5 
hours to the Mekong River town of Cai Be to board a motorised sampan for a winding introduction to life on the river. Cai Be is known for its 
large floating market, where displays of food produce are hung from bamboo poles over the host boat in order to attract custom.  From here the 
journey continues across the upper reach of the river to a maze of tributaries and fruit plantations. Barges ply the route, overloaded with rice 
husks used as fuel for the regions numerous brick kilns. It’s time to board a sampan for a relaxing trip along narrow canals before re-joining your 
craft for the leisurely cruise back to pier. Depending on the season, a sample of local tropical fruit will be served with lunch in the shade of a local 
farmer's home before rejoining your craft for the leisurely cruise back to Cai Be. 

Tonight, enjoy a farewell Bonsai Dinner cruise in Saigon River. With the skyline of the city as the backdrop, this evening’s memorable cruise on 
the Saigon River is onboard the replica Vietnamese-style Royal Dragon Boat, Bonsai I. The evening begins with a transfer from your hotel to Nha 
Rong Port and a welcome cocktail on the boat’s spacious outdoor deck. Relax and enjoy the scenes along the river before taking your seats 
inside for a sumptuous Euro-Asian buffet dinner with cooking stations. Dinner will be accompanied by live entertainment to include traditional 
and modern dance performances as well as music provided by the ship’s resident orchestra. Returning to the pier at approximately 9:00 pm, you 
will be met and accompanied back to your hotel.

Day 25  |   HO CHI MINH (B)

Breakfast at your hotel. Departure transfer to the airport for your flight home.


