
23 
nights

For an exotic Longstays vacation like no other, escape to Thailand, also known as the Land of Smiles, and the jewel of Southeast Asia. Start in the 
gorgeous island of Phuket and spend five nights at your boutique-style apartment. Board your seven-night Star Clippers luxurious cruise sailing 
to the nearby Similan Islands and Koh Surin Islands, where you can meet the Moken sea gypsies. Cruise into Malaysia’s resort island of Langkawi 
before returning to Phuket. Fly to Bangkok the capital of Thailand and see the Grand Palace and the Temple of the Emerald Buddha. In Vietnam, 
explore Hanoi, beautiful Ha Long Bay a UNESCO World Heritage Site and UNESCO listed Hội An, famed for its beautifully preserved old city. Finally, 
travel to Ho Chi Minh City and visit the infamous Cu Chi Tunnels.

Asia
MeritTravel.com/Longstays  |  1.866.341.1777

*CDN$ p.p. dbl. occ. Taxes and port fees included. Based on an ocean view stateroom Cat 4 or similar. Single Supplement: $3,700, based on an ocean view stateroom Cat 5 or similar. Upgrade to an ocean view 
stateroom Cat 2 or similar $290. Upgrade to an ocean view stateroom Cat 1 or similar $680. †Plaza Premium airport lounge pass applicable at Toronto, Vancouver and Edmonton airports only. Airfare available 
from most Canadian airports please enquire. **Cruise: Meals and ^^gratuities are included onboard cruise. Shore excursions are not included. ^Minimum 15 participants required for a Merit Travel tour host. 

 ON-4499356/4499372 | BC-34799 | 111 Peter Street, Suite 200, Toronto, ON. M5V 2H1.  ®Merit Travel is a registered trademark of Merit Travel Group Inc. All rights reserved.

THAILAND & VIETNAM WITH CRUISE | 4  
Onboard Star Clipper

LONGSTAYS

* Round-trip airfare

• Plaza Premium airport lounge pass† 

• Domestic flights

• Airport transfers in country

• Phuket: five-nights at The BYD Lofts Boutique hotel 
in a one-bedroom deluxe unit with breakfast

• Half-day Phuket island tour

• Full-day Similan Islands tour with lunch

• Star Clipper Cruise: seven nights sailing 
onboard Star Clipper with meals**

• Bangkok: two nights at Aetas Residence Hotel 
in a studio suite with daily breakfast

• Hanoi: three nights at Silk Path Hotel in a 
premium deluxe room with breakfast

• Ha Long Bay: one-night onboard Dragon 
Legend in a deluxe cabin with meals

• Hội An: two nights at Boutique Resort in a 
superior room with breakfast

• Ho Chi Minh City: three nights at Saigon Prince 
Hotel in a deluxe room with breakfast

• Sightseeing tours as per the itinerary

• Farewell dinner cruise

•  All transfers and gratuities^^

• Merit Travel tour host^

 What’s Included:

 Hosted

Group size: 30 maximum

Departure dates:
Feb. 3, 2019: 

Toronto - $11,795* p.p. 
Vancouver - $11,595* p.p.

Includes breakfast daily,  
15 lunches and 10 dinners!



APPROPRIATE FOR: 

Travellers who are physically fit and 
comfortable with longer days of touring 
by transport and by foot and do not 
require mobility aids.

  Your Itinerary  |  Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner = (B, L, D) 

Day 1  |  Feb. 3, 2019  |  TORONTO - PHUKET

Cathay Pacific flight 829 departs Toronto 1:20 a.m. arrives Hong Kong 
6:00 a.m. on Feb 4. Connecting with Dragon Air flight 212 departs 
Hong Kong 8:45 a.m. arrives Phuket 11:30 a.m.

Day 2  |  Feb. 4, 2019  |  PHUKET 

Upon arrival at Phuket Airport, you will be met by your local 
representative for your transfer to your hotel. 

The rest of the day will be at leisure.

Overnight at the BYD Lofts Boutique Hotel (5 nights)

Day 3  |  Feb. 5, 2019  |  PHUKET (B)

Enjoy today at your own leisure.

Day 4  |  Feb. 6, 2019  |  PHUKET (B)

Included half-day Phuket Island excursion: After breakfast depart on 
a cultural and scenic treat to enrich your holiday memories. Take in the 
natural beauty of Phuket Island as you are driven along scenic beach 
roads through Patong, Karon, Kata and Rawai. Stop at local attractions 
and explore. Remainder of the day at leisure.

Day 5  |  Feb. 7, 2019  |  PHUKET (B, L)

Included full-day excursion to the Similan Islands by private 
speedboat: The Similan Islands is an area of great natural beauty declared 
a Marine National Park in 1982. Boat over to Honeymoon Bay and Koh Ha 
for snorkeling before heading over to Na Beach on Koh Miang to explore the 
island and laze on the beach. After a Thai buffet-style lunch continue with 

activities at Christmas Point and Donald Duck Bay. The journey back to 
Phuket is made at 3 p.m. and travel time on the boat is approximately  
90 minutes each way.

Note: What to bring; Non-slip shoes, sunglasses, hat, sun tan lotion, spare 
t-shirt, shorts, beach towel, swimsuit, camera, and a waterproof bag to 
carry the equipment in case of rain or water etc.

Day 6  |  Feb. 8, 2019  |  PHUKET (B)

Enjoy today at your own leisure.

Day 7  |  Feb. 9, 2019  |  PHUKET (B, D)

Check out and board your seven-night Star Clippers cruise. Settle in to 
your cabin and enjoy dinner onboard, before the cruise departs.

Overnight onboard Star Clipper (7 nights)

Day 8  |  Feb. 10, 2019  |  KO SURIN, THAILAND (B, L, D)

Arrives noon. Departs 6:00 p.m.

Day 9  |  Feb. 11, 2019  |  SIMILAN ISLAND, THAILAND (B, L, D)

Arrives 10:00 a.m. Departs 6:00 p.m.

Day 10  |  Feb. 12, 2019  |  HIN DAENG - KO ROK NOK (B, L, D)

Arrives 7:00 a.m. Departs 8:30 a.m. - Arrives noon. Departs 6:00 p.m.

Day 11  |  Feb. 13, 2019  |  LANGKAWI, MALAYSIA (B, L, D)

Arrives 8:00 a.m. Departs 5:30 p.m.

Day 12  |  Feb. 14, 2019  |  KO KRADAN, THAILAND (B, L, D)

Arrives 10:00 a.m. Departs 6:00 p.m.

Day 13  |  Feb. 15, 2019  |  PHANG NGA BAY - KO HONG (B, L, D)

Arrives 9:30 a.m. Departs 11:30 a.m. - Arrives noon. Departs 5:30 p.m.

Day 14  |  Feb. 16, 2019  |  PHUKET - BANGKOK (B)

Cruise arrives at 5:30 a.m. After breakfast, disembark your cruise, meet 
your local representative and transfer to the airport for your flight to 
Bangkok. Upon arrival in Bangkok, transfer to hotel and check in. 

Overnight at Aetas Residence Hotel Bangkok (2 nights)

Day 15  |  Feb. 17, 2019  |  BANGKOK (B, L)

Early this morning, visit the Damnoen Saduak Floating Market for a 
half-day tour, the most famous floating market in Thailand. Travel 
110kms from Bangkok and see colourfully clad merchants, paddle 
along congested canals in sturdy canoes laden with fresh fruit, 
vegetables and other foodstuff to sell to shoppers on the canal banks. 
Lunch will be provided at Sala Rattanakosin Restaurant.

Continue on to the Grand Palace, an architectural wonder of golden 
stupas, walls and pillars encrusted in shining and colourful mosaics 
and previously the residence of past Kings of Thailand. The most 
famous building within the palace grounds is Wat Phra Kaew and this 

 

  
  

 
 

**Per room category booked, valid for future travel only.



is regarded as the most sacred Buddhist temple in Thailand. Later visit 
Wat Po, with its massive reclining Buddha, before returning to the hotel.

Day 16  |  Feb. 18, 2019  |  BANGKOK - HANOI (B)

After breakfast enjoy a morning tour Thonburi Klong. Cruising through 
the Thonburi canals is an unforgettable experience! The journey down 
the legendary Chao Phraya River, known as the “River of Kings”, and its 
tributary klongs (canals) gives a perspective on the critical importance 
this waterway played in the creation of Bangkok. See and stop at the 
famous landmarks, including the magnificent Royal Barges Museum, 
the Holy Rosary Church, the Oriental Hotel and Somerset Maugham.

In the afternoon, transfer to the airport to fly to Hanoi. Upon arrival, 
meet your local representative and transfer to your hotel.

Overnight at Silk Path Luxury Hotel (3 nights)

Day 17  |  Feb. 19, 2019  |  HANOI (B, L, D)

After breakfast, enjoy a morning tour Tribute to Uncle Ho. Visit Ba 
Dinh Square where silent sentries guard the marble mausoleum 
in which Ho Chi Minh lies in state. The visit is to the exterior of 
the mausoleum only. Continue to the modest stilted wooden 
bungalow where Uncle Ho lived, as well as the Ho Chi Minh Museum, 
dedicated to the late Vietnamese leader. Also known as the 'father 
of the nation’, the museum chronicles the evolution of Vietnamese 
independence. Continue to the One Pillar Pagoda, a Buddhist 
pagoda with a history steeped in folklore and Truc Bach Lake.

After lunch continue with a tour of Hanoi city’s highlights including 
the Temple of Literature, a serene retreat from the busy streets 
outside. Then enjoy an orientation of Hanoi, its tree-lined streets 
resplendent with French colonial architecture, including the 
exquisite, recently restored Opera House. Visit Pass Hoan Kiem 
Lake, and the Hanoi’s famous Hoa Lo Museum. 

Later take a cyclo ride and walking tour into Hanoi’s Old Quarter, 
through an area of the city known as ’36 Streets’. The oldest 
continuously developed area of Vietnam, this densely populated 
section of Hanoi was once an important centre of commerce 
where goods were sold on the street name of a particular guild. 
The labyrinthine alleyways are perfect for exploring on foot with 
names such as Sugar Street, Tin Street and Paper Street.  

Tonight, enjoy dinner with your group at Wild Rice restaurant.

Day 18  |  Feb. 20, 2019  |  HANOI (B, L)

Included full-day excursion of the Hanoi countryside and the Duong 
Lam ancient village (one of the few Heritage-Protected villages 
in Vietnam): Learn about Vietnamese traditions, the architecture of 
its ancient houses and narrow alleyways. Walk or cycle through the 
winding village lanes and lush green rice fields, continuing by foot 
or bicycle to Mia Pagoda where you will learn of the legend of a 17th 
century Vietnamese Queen and see the 287 Buddhist statues kept 
there. Dine with a local family over lunch, in a 300-year old traditional 
house, before spending the rest of the day at your own leisure.

Day 19  |  Feb. 21, 2019  |  HANOI - HA LONG BAY (B, L, D)

Travel to Ha Long Bay, (approx. 3.5 hours) for your overnight cruise. 
Enjoy lunch as you cruise the Bai Tu Long Bay. Cruise to Vung Dang 
Cong Dam area for swimming or relaxing on the beach. Or kayak 
through the mystery Karst Mountains in Vung Dang area. Spend the 

rest of your evening at leisure.

Overnight onboard Dragon Legend vessel (1 night)

Day 20  |  Feb. 22, 2019  |  HA LONG BAY - HỘI AN (B, L)

Start a new day with a Tai Chi demonstration on the sun-deck, before 
cruising to the Cong Do area to explore the well-hidden Thien Canh 
Son Cave. After disembarking your cruise, travel by air to Danang.

Overnight at Boutique Resort (2 nights)

Day 21  |  Feb. 23, 2019  |  HỘI AN (B, L)

Included half-day excursion to Tra Que village farming community: 
You will learn about local farming, try your hand at it, enjoy a 
revitalizing herbal foot massage and try cooking local cuisine!

Day 22  |  Feb. 24, 2019  |  HỘI AN - HO CHI MINH CITY (B)

This morning is at leisure for you to enjoy the facilities at your resort, 
before transferring to the airport for your flight to Ho Chi Minh City. 
Upon arriving, spend the day at leisure. 

Optional excursion: Saigon Street food tour by antique Vespa. 
(booked locally)

Overnight at Saigon Prince Hotel (3 nights)

Day 23  |  Feb. 25, 2019  |  HO CHI MINH CITY (B, L)

Included excursions of the Cu Chi Tunnels and highlights  
of Ho Chi Minh City: Your day will start with an excursion to  
Cu Chi Tunnels, synonymous with the Vietnam War. Preserved as a 
memorial park, two sections of this remarkable network are open 
to the public. 

After lunch, join a tour of the highlights of Ho Chi Minh City which 
will include the Reunification Palace, the Notre Dame Cathedral, 
the Museum of Vietnamese History, Fine Arts Museum and the 
War Remnants Museum. The final stop today is the unforgettable 
Jade Emperor Pagoda. Spend the late afternoon at the Ben Thanh 
market or relaxing at the hotel.

Day 24  |  Feb. 26, 2019  |  HO CHI MINH CITY (B, L, D)

Included full-day excursion to Mekong: Tour onboard a 
motorised sampan through Cai Be, known for its large floating 
market, before continuing through a maze of tributaries and 
fruit plantations. Tonight, enjoy a farewell Bonsai dinner cruise 
in Saigon River. The Saigon River cruise is onboard the replica 
Vietnamese-style Royal Dragon Boat, Bonsai I. Relax and enjoy 
the scenes along the river and a Euro-Asian buffet dinner, which 
will be accompanied by live entertainment to include traditional 
and modern dance performances as well as music provided by 
the ship’s resident orchestra.

Day 25  |  Feb. 27, 2019  |  HO CHI MINH CITY - TORONTO (B)

Breakfast at your hotel and transfer to the airport for your flight home.

Cathay Pacific flight 766 departs Ho Chi Minh 11:25 a.m. arrives Hong 
Kong 5:15 p.m. Connecting with Cathay Pacific flight 826 departs 
Hong Kong 6:15 p.m. arrives Toronto 8:20 p.m.



RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the 
Travel Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus 
operators, etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do 
our best to select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be 
held responsible for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any 
and all bookings made with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms 
and conditions of each and every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited 
by law, tariffs, or conditions set forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Merit and its directors, officers, 
employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and other representatives 
are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages (whether direct, 
indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits or 
opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or 
anxiety (whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, 
and even if Merit and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the 
possibility of damages to such party or any other party) arising from: 

a. Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

b. Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental 
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other 
grounds beyond our control;

c. Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 

d. Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears  
on the passport;

e. Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;

f. Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;

g. Personal injuries or death;

h. Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable 
control including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other 
labour disputes or disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, 
earthquakes, weather conditions, floods or acts of restraints imposed by 
governmental authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST 
and provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in 
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency 
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is 
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven 
days of notification and obtain a full refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A deposit of $750 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final 
payment is due 90 days prior to departure.

Please note, some of our suppliers may require additional deposit or full payments at time of booking, 
pending seasonality. You will be advised of additional requirements at time of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel 
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility 
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier 
recommended connections and check-in times.Provided Merit supplies such 
advice, they shall not be responsible for missed connections or departures, 
regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, 

baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and  
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are 
required to sign an Insurance Waiver Form. Note that if you choose not to 
purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any and all penalties imposed as stated 
under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please speak to your representative at the 
time of making reservations about insurance. 

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit 
cannot assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right 
to receive a refund is limited. There will be no discounts or monies refunded for 
any missed or unused services. Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any 
reason. Should this occur, a full refund will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are 
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour.  The following penalties will be 
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:

a. 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.

b. 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.

c. 59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional penalties associated with 
the airfare. If so, these policies will be noted separately at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to 
conditions beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to 
ensure the locations visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are 
similar to the ones originally planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in 
eligibility for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a 
change and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges 
imposed by the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to 
charge a $50 revision fee for any change made after the deposit is paid. A change 
in name or departure date may constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding 
penalties may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many 
countries require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s 
return date. Visas may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s 
responsibility to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all documentation required 
by all relevant authorities. In the event that the passenger does not possess the 
correct documentation, the air carrier has the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we 
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform 
you should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be different from what 
you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute 
your consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel 
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in 
writing upon your return.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
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