
22 
nights

Experience an overnight in Fort Lauderdale at the Hotel Morrison, a boutique style service hotel located in the heart of historic Dania Beach. Then 
embark on a luxurious 14-night Panama Canal cruise, considered a bucket list destination, and awe-inspiring as you travel through one of Condé 
Nast Traveler’s Seven Cruise Wonders of the World. See fascinating places along the way, stretch out on a Caribbean beach, admire the pristine 
rainforests, stroll the cobbled streets of colonial towns and journey through the fabled Panama Canal onboard MS Nieuw Amsterdam calling upon 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Huatulco and Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. 

End your remarkable journey in San Diego for seven nights at the Residence Inn, San Diego Downtown/Bayfront, centrally located in the heart of 
San Diego, with panoramic views of San Diego Bay. Enjoy on-site amenities including, complimentary WiFi, a grocery shopping service, and an 
outdoor heated pool. Explore the local culture with your tour host through two included cultural excursions.

Panama
MeritTravel.com/Longstays  |  1.866.341.1777

*CDN$ p.p. dbl. occ. Taxes and port fees included. Based on an interior stateroom Cat. L or similar. Single Supplement: $3,790. Upgrade to an ocean view stateroom Cat. D or similar: $600. Upgrade to a balcony 
stateroom Cat. VD or similar: $ 990. Upgrade to a balcony stateroom Cat. VC or similar: $ 1,075. Upgrade to a balcony stateroom Cat. VA or similar: $ 1,150. †Plaza Premium airport lounge pass applicable at Toronto, 
Vancouver and Edmonton airports only. Airfare available from most Canadian airports please enquire. **Meals and ̂ ^gratuities are included onboard cruise. Shore excursions are not included. ̂ Minimum 15 participants 
required for a Merit Travel tour host.  ON-4499356/4499372 | BC-34799 | 111 Peter Street, Suite 200, Toronto, ON. M5V 2H1. ®Merit Travel is a registered trademark of Merit Travel Group Inc. All rights reserved.

FORT LAUDERDALE, PANAMA CANAL CRUISE  
& SAN DIEGO | 4  
Onboard Nieuw Amsterdam

LONGSTAYS

* Round-trip airfare

• Plaza Premium airport lounge pass† 

• Airport transfers in country

• Fort Lauderdale: one-night accommodation  
at Hotel Morrisson with breakfast

• Holland America Cruise: 14-night Panama 
Canal sailing onboard MS Nieuw Amsterdam 
with meals**

• San Diego: seven nights accommodation at 
Residence Inn San Diego Downtown/Bayfront 
with breakfast

• Two excursions, including: USS Military Midway 
Museum and San Diego Zoo

• All transfers and gratuities^^

• Merit Travel tour host^

 What’s Included:

 Hosted

  Visits to: 

Fort Lauderdale | Cartagena | 
Panama Canal | Puerto Caldera | 
Corinto | Puerto Quetzal | 
Huatulco | Puerto Vallarta |  
San Diego

 $7,195* p.p.
Departs Toronto: 
Mar. 2, 2019
Group size: 40 maximum

Includes breakfast daily & all 
meals onboard the cruise

New
This Year



  Facilities:

Notes for you to keep in mind during your stay.

Accommodation: The Residence Inn San Diego Downtown/Bayfront -  
Your studio unit has a kitchenette, one king size bed and sofa bed as 
well as living/sitting area and dining area and bathroom with shower 
only. The 550 square feet of space features free WiFi, non-smoking 
policy, a kitchen with refrigerator, stove, microwave, dishwasher, 
coffeemaker and utensils. There is also a 32" flat-screen TVs with 
premium cable in the bedroom and living room.

Amenities & Services: Residence Inn San Diego Downtown/Bayfront -  
includes a heated outdoor pool on the 5th floor, daily housekeeping with 
change of linens every third day, complimentary fitness centre, laundry 
facility (credit card operated on the 17th floor) and market. Located near 
Harbor Island and a variety of attractions including SeaWorld®  
San Diego and a world-famous zoo, this hotel is perfect for guests of all 
ages exploring the city. 

Holland America’s Nieuw Amsterdam - is the fourth in a long line of 
illustrious ships of the same name. The first MS Nieuw Amsterdam 
served during WWI, the second is the model for Holland America’s logo 
and was a favorite amongst Hollywood heavy hitters like Rita Hayworth 
and Spencer Tracey. Taking a bit from each of her predecessors, this 
ship features the latest additions to Holland America’s fleet with 
Tamarind, a pan-Asian restaurant, the Explorer’s Lounge Bar, which 
offers wine tastings, and a new luxury jewelry boutique. This  
Nieuw Amsterdam also gives a nod to New York, the city she’s named 
after, with exquisite art displayed throughout the ship.

APPROPRIATE FOR: 

Travellers in good health with overall 
good mobility and comfortable 
participating in at least three hours  
of activity each day. Suitable for  
those with minor mobility issues.

  Your Itinerary  |  Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner = (B, L, D) :

Day 1  |  Mar. 2, 2019  |  TORONTO - FORT LAUDERDALE

Air Canada flight 1624 departs Toronto 10:45 a.m. arrives Fort Lauderdale 
1:52 p.m. Upon arrival, transfer to your hotel for check in.

Overnight at Hotel Morrison (1 night)

Day 2  |  Mar. 3, 2019  |  FORT LAUDERDALE (B, D)

Breakfast at hotel. Check out and transfer to the pier to board your 
cruise ship. Cruise departs at 4:00 p.m.

Overnight onboard Nieuw Amsterdam (14 nights)

Days 3-4  |  Mar. 4 to 5, 2019  |  AT SEA (B, L, D)

Day 5  |  Mar. 6, 2019  |  CARTAGENA, COLOMBIA (B, L, D)

Arrives 7:00 a.m. Departs 1:00 p.m. 

Day 6  |  Mar. 7, 2019  |  CRUISING THE PANAMA CANAL (B, L, D)

Arrives 5:00 a.m. Departs 7:00 p.m. 

Day 7  |  Mar. 8, 2019  |  AT SEA (B, L, D)

Day 8  |  Mar. 9, 2019  |  PUERTO CALDERA, COSTA RICA (B, L, D)

Arrives 7:00 a.m. Departs 5:00 p.m

Day 9  |  Mar. 10, 2019  |  CORINTO, NICARAGUA (B, L, D)

Arrives 8:00 a.m. Departs 5:00 p.m.

Day 10  |  Mar. 11, 2019  |  PUERTO QUETZAL, GUATEMALA (B, L, D)

Arrives 7:00 a.m. Departs 5:00 p.m.

Day 11  |  Mar. 12, 2019  |  HUATULCO, MEXICO (B, L, D)

Arrives 1:00 p.m. Departs 7:00 p.m.



 

  
  

 
 

Day 12  |  Mar. 13, 2019  |  AT SEA (B, L, D)

Day 13  |  Mar. 14, 2019  |  PUERTO VALLARTA, MEXICO (B, L, D)

Arrives 10:00 a.m. Departs 8:00 p.m.

Days 14-15  |  Mar. 15 to 16, 2019  |  AT SEA (B, L, D)

Day 16  |  Mar. 17, 2019  |  SAN DIEGO (B)

Ship arrives 7:00 a.m. Enjoy breakfast onboard before 
disembarking. Transfer by foot to your hotel for check-in.  
Rest of the day is at your leisure. Reside waterside at Residence 
Inn San Diego Downtown/Bayfront and enjoy extended-stay 
accommodation in the heart of the city.

Overnight at Residence Inn San Diego Downtown/Bayfront (7 nights)

Day 17  |  Mar. 18, 2019  |  SAN DIEGO (B)

Included USS Midway Museum excursion: After breakfast at the hotel, 
take a trip through American naval history with admission to the  
USS Midway Museum in San Diego. This enormous ship, known as the 
longest-serving aircraft carrier of the 20th century, now offers a range of 
interactive exhibits, a self-guided audio tour and numerous restored 
aircraft across its 4-acre (1.6-hectare) flight deck and sections below. 
It’s an essential piece of San Diego’s, and America’s, military history.

Day 18  |  Mar. 19, 2019  |  SAN DIEGO (B)

Your day is at leisure.

Day 19  |  Mar. 20, 2019  |  SAN DIEGO (B)

Your day is at leisure.

Day 20  |  Mar. 21, 2019  |  SAN DIEGO (B)

Your day is at leisure.

Day 21  |  Mar. 22, 2019  |  SAN DIEGO (B)

Included San Diego Zoo excursion: Breakfast at hotel. The renowned 
San Diego Zoo Safari Park houses more than 3,500 animals roaming 
in large enclosures that replicate their natural habitat. Go on a safari 
adventure unlike any other outside of Africa itself, with exhibits 
inspired by the African Serengeti and the Asian Savanna.

Day 22  |  Mar. 23, 2019  |  SAN DIEGO (B)

Your day is at leisure.

Day 23  |  Mar. 24, 2019  |  SAN DIEGO - TORONTO (B)

Breakfast at the hotel. Departure transfer to the airport for departure 
flight home. Air Canada flight 1886 departs San Diego 11:40 a.m. 
arrives Toronto 7:10 p.m.

**Per room category booked, valid for future travel only.



RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the 
Travel Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus 
operators, etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do 
our best to select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be 
held responsible for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any 
and all bookings made with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms 
and conditions of each and every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited 
by law, tariffs, or conditions set forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Merit and its directors, officers, 
employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and other representatives 
are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages (whether direct, 
indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits or 
opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or 
anxiety (whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, 
and even if Merit and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the 
possibility of damages to such party or any other party) arising from: 

a. Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

b. Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental 
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other 
grounds beyond our control;

c. Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 

d. Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears  
on the passport;

e. Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;

f. Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;

g. Personal injuries or death;

h. Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable 
control including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other 
labour disputes or disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, 
earthquakes, weather conditions, floods or acts of restraints imposed by 
governmental authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST 
and provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in 
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency 
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is 
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven 
days of notification and obtain a full refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A deposit of $750 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final 
payment is due 90 days prior to departure.

Please note, some of our suppliers may require additional deposit or full payments at time of booking, 
pending seasonality. You will be advised of additional requirements at time of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel 
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility 
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier 
recommended connections and check-in times.Provided Merit supplies such 
advice, they shall not be responsible for missed connections or departures, 
regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, 

baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and  
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are 
required to sign an Insurance Waiver Form. Note that if you choose not to 
purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any and all penalties imposed as stated 
under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please speak to your representative at the 
time of making reservations about insurance. 

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit 
cannot assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right 
to receive a refund is limited. There will be no discounts or monies refunded for 
any missed or unused services. Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any 
reason. Should this occur, a full refund will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are 
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour.  The following penalties will be 
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:

a. 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.

b. 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.

c. 59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional penalties associated with 
the airfare. If so, these policies will be noted separately at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to 
conditions beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to 
ensure the locations visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are 
similar to the ones originally planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in 
eligibility for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a 
change and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges 
imposed by the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to 
charge a $50 revision fee for any change made after the deposit is paid. A change 
in name or departure date may constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding 
penalties may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many 
countries require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s 
return date. Visas may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s 
responsibility to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all documentation required 
by all relevant authorities. In the event that the passenger does not possess the 
correct documentation, the air carrier has the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we 
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform 
you should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be different from what 
you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute 
your consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel 
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in 
writing upon your return.

TERMS & CONDITIONS

 ON-4499356/4499372 | BC-34799 | 111 Peter Street, Suite 200, Toronto, ON. M5V 2H1. ®Merit Travel is a registered trademark of Merit Travel Group Inc. All rights reserved.


