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This tour provides an extensive and engaging journey of Canada's presence in World 
War I across the battlefields and memorials from the Netherlands to France. 

In Amsterdam, guests will learn about Anne Frank by visiting the infamous Anne Frank House, 
as well as the International Court of Justice visitor centre at The Hague. We will also cruise the 
picturesque canals and take a bike tour through the Dutch heritage windmill park. 

Onwards to Belgium where we will indulge in chocolate and sightsee by horse and 
carriage before visiting wartime museums and memorials in Passchendaele, Ypres and 
the Somme. We'll also visit and tour through the Canadian National Vimy Memorial, the 
Newfoundland Memorial Beaumont-Hamel. 

Once in Normandy in France, we will be guided through additional memorials and 
museums and war time cemetery's, before reaching Paris, where we will join a guided 
tour of the city's main sites and visiting the stunning Palace of Versailles and it's 
manicured gardens. 

CANADIAN BATTLEFIELDS 
Amsterdam to Paris

MeritTravel.com  |  1.866.341.1777 ext. 7364 or 7365

• Round-trip airfare

• Round-trip airport transfers

• Transport by private motor coach as 
per the itninerary 

• 3-star hotel accommodation in 
triple/quad rooms with shower  
and/or bathtub, toilet

• Half board treatment (two course 
meals, including one soft drink)

• All sightseeing and activities as per 
the itinerary

• Merit Tour manager  
(if option is chosen)

• 24 hour assistance by 
Merit Travel representatives

• Daily quality checks and status reports

 What’s Included:

9 nights

  Palace Versailles, Paris

The world is your oyster! This is a package that can be 100% customized according 
to your trip length, budget and itinerary inclusions.

Tailored Departures

Please contact us  
for the latest pricing. 
We'll match you  
with your best option!

Educational Group Experts 
RJeffery@MeritTravel.com  |  403.708.3605 
KRyks@MeritTravel.com  |  780.439.3096 ext. 7365



 Your Itinerary

DAY 1  |  ARRIVAL IN AMSTERDAM  
Highlights: Orientation tour of Amsterdam

Morning – Upon Arrival in Amsterdam your tour manager and coach 
driver will welcome you.

Afternoon – Discover Amsterdam the “Venice of the North” with 
local guide. See the most important sites like The Jordaan, the world 
famous Canal Belt, Dam square, The Begijnhof and Western Church.

 Dinner at a local restaurant.

Overnight in Amsterdam

 
 
DAY 2  |  AMSTERDAM  
Highlights: See where Anne Frank and her family hid during WWII

Morning – Visit the Anne Frank House and learn how Anne Frank and 
her family hid from the Nazis for years during WWII. The museum 
preserves the hiding place, has a permanent exhibition on the life and 
times of Anne Frank, and has an exhibition space about all forms of 
persecution and discrimination.  

See the city from another perspective – explore Amsterdam  
during a canal cruise.

Rest of the day at leisure for own arrangements.

Optional: Visit Van Gogh Museum or Rijksmuseum.

 Dinner at a local restaurant.

Overnight in Amsterdam

 

DAY 3  |  THE HAGUE  
Highlights: Enjoy biking in a Dutch Heritage Windmill Park

Morning – Travel to The Hague (approx. 60 km – 1 hr) View the 
International Court of Justice, the main judicial body  
of the United Nations.  

Visit Kinderdijk, a famous 17th century Dutch heritage windmill park. 
Explore this UNESCO World Heritage park by bicycle.   

Afterwards continue to Bruges (approx. 185 km – 2,5 hrs).

 Dinner at a local restaurant.

Overnight in Bruges

 
 
DAY 4  |  BRUGES AND YPRES  
Highlights: Tour through UNESCO city of Bruges  
by horse and carriage

Morning – Explore the city of Bruges by horse and carriage.  
The ornate Historic Centre of Bruges has changed very little in the last 
500 years and is recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

Afternoon – Continue to Ypres (approx. 120 km – 1,5 hrs).

Visit the Memorial Museum Passchendaele in Zonnebeke with a great 
example of a bunker system.  

Dinner at a local restaurant.

Attend the last post ceremony at the Menin Gate Memorial  
which takes place every day of the year at 8:00 p.m. Lay down a 
wreath to commemorate the brave soldiers who lost their lives in 
the Flanders Fields.  

Overnight in Ypres

 
 
DAY 5  |  YPRES TO SOMME 
Highlights: Visit the Canadian memorials of Vimy and  
Beaumont-Hamel

Morning – Explore the interactive “In Flanders Fields Museum” and 
learn about the horrors of WWI. The museum is as devoted to the 
promotion of peace as it is to the remembrance of war.  

Afterwards continue to Amiens in the Somme region (approx. 160 km 
– 2,5 hrs driving in total).

Afternoon – Visit the Canadian National Vimy Memorial, a memorial 
to all Canadians who served their country in battle during the Great 
War. Discover the preserved First World War trenches, tunnels and 
craters during a guided tour by an expert.

Afterwards continue to the Newfoundland Memorial in Beaumont-
Hamel encompassing the grounds over which the Newfoundland 
Regiment made their unsuccessful attack on July 1st 1916 during the 
first day of the Battle of the Somme.  

Stop at the largest crater made by man, the Lochnagar Memorial Crater 
dedicated to peace, fellowship and reconciliation between all nations.

Dinner at a local restaurant.

Overnight in Amiens

 
 



DAY 6  |  NORMANDY 
Highlights: Honour the heroes of the Dieppe Raid in 1942

Today travel to Caen in the Normandy region (approx. 300 km – 4 hrs 
driving in total).

Stop in Dieppe and visit the Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery 
containing Canadian and British soldiers who were killed during  
the Dieppe Raid in 1942.  

Afterwards continue to Caen.

Visit the Memorial Museum in Caen, whose mission is to remember the 
military operations of June 6th, 1944 and the full impact of WWII. Visit an 
exhibition about the Cold War and peace perspectives around the world.  

Dinner at a local restaurant.

Overnight in Caen

 
 
DAY 7  |  NORMANDY 
Highlights: Discover the Memorials on the Normandy  
landing beaches

Morning - Travel to the coast to see the beaches where the allied 
forces invaded the European mainland on D-Day, June 6th in 1944. 

See Arromanches on “Gold Beach” where British and Commonwealth 
battalions landed. Visit the D-Day Museum: In the gallery of working 
models, directly overlooking the remnants of Mulberry B, an expert 
guide will tell the remarkable story of this artificial port, from its 
design and construction to its subsequent use.  

Afternoon – Continue to “Juno Beach” and discover Juno Beach 
Centre, Canada’s Second World War museum and cultural centre 
located in Normandy, France. The Centre pays homage to the 45,000 
Canadians who lost their lives during the War, of which 5,500 were 
killed during the Battle of Normandy and 359 on D-Day.  

On the way back to Caen stop at the Beny-sur-Mer Canadian War 
Cemetery, containing predominantly Canadian soldiers killed during 
the early stages of the Battle of Normandy in the Second World War.  

Dinner at a local restaurant.

Overnight in Caen

 
 

DAY 8  |  NORMANDY TO PARIS 
Highlights: Discover the landmarks of Paris

Morning – Travel to Paris (approx. 240 km – 3 hrs)

Afternoon – A French guide will join you for an orientation of the 
city Ernest Hemingway called "a moveable feast." Discover the most 
famous sights of Paris like Notre Dame Cathedral, the Opera Garnier, 
the Champs Elysees and the Arc the Triomphe.

Visit the historic Montmartre area, a haven for artists and writers 
before WWI. Marvel at the white Basilique du Sacre Coeur, which is the 
second highest point in Paris. Take some time to discover this area's 
treasures in small groups.

Dinner at a local restaurant.

Overnight in Paris

 
 
DAY 9  |  PARIS 
Highlights: See the city of lights from the top of the Eiffel Tower

Morning – Explore the magnificent Chateau de Versailles. Built during 
the reign of Louis XIV, the Sun King, it was the seat of the royal court 
from 1682 to 1789, when the French Revolution put an end to the 
monarchy. On June 28th 1919 the Treaty of Versailles was signed in 
the Hall of Mirrors and ended the state of war between Germany and 
the Allied Powers.

Afternoon - Visit Les Invalides, with a guide and discover the Army 
Museum. You also have access to the Dome Church, the tomb of 
Napoleon I as well as the Charles de Gaulle Monument.

Afterwards admire a dazzling view of Paris! There's only one place to go: 
take the elevator up to the top of the Eiffel Tower (899 feet) which was 
built for the 1889 World's Fair to commemorate the French Revolution.

Farewell Dinner at a local restaurant.

Overnight in Paris



RESPONSIBILITY 
Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the 
Travel Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus 
operators, etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do 
our best to select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be 
held responsible for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any 
and all bookings made with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms 
and conditions of each and every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited 
by law, tariffs, or conditions set forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Merit and its directors, officers, 
employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and other representatives 
are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages (whether direct, 
indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits or 
opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or 
anxiety (whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, 
and even if Merit and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the 
possibility of damages to such party or any other party) arising from: 

a. Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

b. Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental 
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other 
grounds beyond our control;

c. Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 

d. Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears  
on the passport;

e. Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;

f. Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;

g. Personal injuries or death;

h. Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable control 
including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other labour disputes 
or disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, earthquakes, weather 
conditions, floods or acts of restraints imposed by governmental authorities.

PRICING 
All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST 
and provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS 
Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in 
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency 
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is 
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven days 
of notification and obtain a full refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE 
A group can only be reserved upon a non-refundable deposit (amount to be 
specified at the time of quotation) payable in one lump sum applicable to the total 
cost of the group reservation.

Full and final payment is due no later than 60 days prior to departure.  Please 
note that some of our suppliers may require an additional deposit or full payment 
at time of booking pending seasonality.  You will be advised of any additional 
requirements at time of booking.

LIABILITY 
Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel 
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility 
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier 
recommended connections and check-in times.Provided Merit supplies such 
advice, they shall not be responsible for missed connections or departures, 
regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE) 
Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, 
baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and  

 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are 
required to sign an Insurance Waiver Form. Note that if you choose not to 
purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any and all penalties imposed as stated 
under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please speak to your representative at the 
time of making reservations about insurance. 

REFUNDS 
The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit 
cannot assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right 
to receive a refund is limited. There will be no discounts or monies refunded for 
any missed or unused services. Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any 
reason. Should this occur, a full refund will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY 
While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are 
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour.  The following penalties will be 
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:

a. 60 days or more prior to departure:  partial or full refund permitted less deposit per 
passenger.  Please note that group rates may change if numbers fall below group 
booking conditions with our suppliers in which case individual rates may apply.

b. Less than 60 days prior to departure final payment is non-refundable.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional penalties associated with 
the airfare. If so, these policies will be noted separately at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES 
We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to 
conditions beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to 
ensure the locations visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are 
similar to the ones originally planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in 
eligibility for a refund.

REVISION FEE 
Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a 
change and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges 
imposed by the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to 
charge a $50 revision fee for any change made after the deposit is paid. A change 
in name or departure date may constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding 
penalties may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION 
All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many 
countries require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s 
return date. Visas may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s 
responsibility to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all documentation required 
by all relevant authorities. In the event that the passenger does not possess the 
correct documentation, the air carrier has the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION 
Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we 
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform 
you should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be different from what 
you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT 
Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute 
your consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel 
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in 
writing upon your return.

Please note that the above terms and conditions are subject to the terms and conditions agreed to under 
signed school board agreements between Merit Travel and the School Board.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
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