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Discover the magic and charm of Portugal and Spain on this complete hosted tour! 
Traverse Portugal and Spain, passing through Lisbon where you can be mesmerised by 
Fado music in the oldest districts of the city. Sightseeing also includes visiting the former 
Royal Summer Residence in Sintra, the seaside resort areas of Cascais and Estoril and the 
medieval village of Obidos as well as famous monastery’s and pilgrimage sites as we pass 
through Alcobaça, Nazaré, Batalha and Fatima and finally the walled city of Évora.

In Spain roam along the luxurious ports and mosey through white washed villages. Visit 
Seville, the birthplace of Flamenco dancing! Appreciate the UNESCO listed Cordoba and 
its historic quarter and wander around beautiful Granada, home to the Alhambra, the 
flagship of the city's vast historical heritage. See a busier, cosmopolitan side of Spain in 
the capital, Madrid, where apart from the lively street scenes and plazas, you can also see 
original art pieces by famous Spanish painters such as Picasso, Dalí and Miró in a number 
of world-class galleries. The tour ends in Barcelona, a vibrant and energetic seaside city, 
where we will see Gaudi's unfinished masterpiece, Sagrada Familia.

THE MAGIC AND CHARM  
OF PORTUGAL AND SPAIN
By land: Lisbon to Barcelona

MeritTravel.com  |  1.866.341.1777

* round-trip airfare

• Plaza Premium airport lounge pass

• 12 nights 4-star hotel 
accommodation

• 12 breakfasts, and three dinners

• private motor coach transportation

• local English-speaking tour guide

• all entrance fees as per the itinerary

• Merit Travel tour host**

• all taxes and gratuities

 What’s Included:

 $5,295* p.p.
Departs Toronto/Vancouver: 
Mar. 29, 2019

12 nights

Lisbon - Sintra - Estoril - Obidos -  
Fatima - Evora - Seville - Cordoba - 
Granada - Toledo - Madrid - Barcelona

 Visits to:

Single supplements available!  
Call your local Merit Travel expert.

Group size: 30 maximum

  Seville, Spain



 Your Itinerary  |  Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner = (B, L, D)

DAY 1  |  Mar. 29, 2019  |  Toronto/Vancouver - Lisbon 

Depart Toronto or Vancouver for your overnight flight to Lisbon.

DAY 2  |  Mar. 30, 2019  |  Lisbon (B, D) 

Upon arrival to Lisbon, transfer to the hotel.

This evening you are in for a very special treat with a Fado dinner 
including a set menu with wine. During dinner, you will listen to 
Fado, the national song. Fado is sung by candlelight and supported 
by guitar and is often compared to gospel due to the melody of the 
song. Fado song lyrics are passionate and can be forlorn or cheerful, 
speaking of lost love or forbidden passions as well as good wine, 
bullfighting and spending time with friends! 

Overnight at Turim Lisboa Hotel or similar (3 nights)

DAY 3  |  Mar. 31, 2019  |  Lisbon - Sintra - Cascais - Estoril (B)

Breakfast at the hotel before departing for a full-day tour of Lisbon 
and Sintra. In the morning, we leave towards the district of Belém 
where we will make our first stop at the Belém Tower, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. 

Then we will make a stop at the Discoveries Monument which marks 
the 500th anniversary of the death of Henry the Navigator, and visit 
the church of the Monastery of Jeronimos Tower, also a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Our passage through Belém will end with a visit 
to the National Coach Museum, containing one of the most important 
collections of coaches in the world. 

We then pass through Old Lisbon, strolling through the district of 
Alfama where we will have a tasting of port wine. We will also see 

the extraordinary Praça do Comércio, Rossio (heart of the city) and 
Avenida da Liberdade, Lisbon’s main boulevard. 

In the afternoon, we continue towards Sintra, a magnificent UNESCO 
World Heritage village, where we will start with a visit to the National 
Palace (or Town Palace), situated in the heart of the village. 

There will be time to enjoy exploring the historic centre and taste the 
local sweet delicacies: travesseiros and queijadas. 

Next we will be stopping at the westernmost point of mainland 
Europe, Cabo da Roca, enjoying marvelous views the ocean on our 
way to Cascais. 

The last stop is Estoril, before returning back to Lisbon.

DAY 4  |  Apr. 1, 2019  |  Lisbon - Óbidos - Alcobaça - Nazaré - 
Batalha - Fatime (B)

Breakfast at the hotel. Today we depart for the charming village of 
Óbidos and travel back in time to this walled medieval town, admiring 
its Gothic churches and the narrow winding stone streets. 

We continue towards Alcobaça, where we will visit the church of the 
Monastery of Santa Maria, the largest in the country, known for its 
medieval architecture. This monument is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and inside are the tombs of Pedro and Inês de Castro. 

We will visit the colourful fishing village of Nazaré, with its magnificent 
bay and also stop at the Dominican monastery church of Santa Maria 
da Vitória in Batalha. 

We will end the day with a visit to the sanctuary of Fatima, a place of 
faith and world pilgrimage before returning to Lisbon.

DAY 5  |  Apr. 2, 2019  |  Lisbon - Évora - Seville (B)

We will have breakfast at the hotel and check-out to then depart to the 
UNESCO town of Évora, standing in the middle of the beautiful Alentejo 
plains and protected by walls of Moorish and medieval origin. 

Our journey through time begins with a visit to the Roman Temple, 
dating from the 3rd century A.D. According to the legend, this temple 
was dedicated to Diana, the goddess of hunting and was used as 
gunsmith, slaughterhouse and theatre. 

We continue to the Romanesque-Gothic Cathedral, whose first stone 
was laid in 1186, before continuing on to the Church of San Francisco 
and it's main attraction, the Chapel of Bones, built in the 17th century. 

Afterwards we will reach Seville and upon arrival check-in at the hotel.

Overnight at Silken Al Andalus Palace or similar (3 nights)

DAY 6  |  Apr. 3, 2019  |  Seville (B)

After breakfast, we will sightsee around Seville seeing some of the 
most important and unique attractions including the University, the 
Old Tobacco Factory, the Plaza de España, the centerpiece of the 
1929 Iberoamerican Exposition, San Telmo Palace, The Golden Tower, 
Isabel II Bridge and the Macarena Basilica. 

We will wander through Santa Cruz, the famous Jewish quarter; a 
labyrinth of narrow streets which lead to the gorgeous Plaza de los 
Venerables. We'll also visit the Royal Alcazares, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and one of the remaining examples of Mudéjar architecture, and 
finally the Cathedral of Seville, the largest gothic cathedral of the world, 
and where you will see Cristopher Columbus’s tomb. 

ACTIVITY LEVEL:
Sight-seeing

APPROPRIATE FOR: 

Travellers who are physically 
fit and comfortable with longer 
days of touring by transport 
and by foot and and do not 
require mobility aids.



DAY 7  |  Apr. 4, 2019  |  Seville - Cordoba (B, D)

After breakfast at the hotel we depart for Córdoba. We start our visit 
with the majestic Alcazar of the Catholic Kings, and view inside this 
beautiful Mosque. 

Then we visit the Cordoban Jewish Quarter, where we will see its 
most emblematic streets like the flower lined Side Street, and the 
square of the great Maimonides, including the secluded Synagogue. 

The rest of the afternoon allows for wandering around at your leisure 
in the wonderful pedestrian streets of the Jewish Quarter. 

Later we will  return to Sevillle for dinner at the hotel. 

DAY 8  |  Apr. 5, 2019  |  Seville - Granada (B)

Breakfast at the hotel and check-out. Today we depart for Granada 
and upon arrival, check in to the hotel. 

The rest of the afternoon is at leisure to orient yourself before 
exploring in more detail tomorrow!

Overnight at Catalonia Granada Hotel or similar (2 nights)

DAY 9  |  Apr. 6, 2019  |  Granada (B)

After breakfast we depart for Granada situated at the foot of the 
Sierra Nevada mountains, between the rivers Darro and Genil, in 
eastern Andalusia. 

We visit the Alhambra, situated on a hill and adorned with beautiful 
and aromatic gardens. Designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
in 1984, it has been visited for centuries, by millions of travelers from 
all corners of the world. 

The rest of the afternoon at leisure to enjoy the sites.

DAY 10  |  Apr. 7, 2019  |  Granada - Madrid (B)

After breakfast we'll check out of the hotel and make our way to 
Madrid, checking in at the hotel in the afternoon and having a night at 
your own leisure to wander around Madrid.

Overnight at Hotel Agumar or similar (2 nights)

DAY 11  |  Apr. 8, 2019  |  Madrid - Toledo (B)

Breakfast at the hotel. Today we enjoy a city tour of Madrid which will 
show the medieval origins of the city, including the Arabic fortress, at 
the Barrio de la Morería. 

We will also learn about the Hapsburg Madrid of Felipe II, with its 
Renaissance and Baroque buildings, the Plaza Mayor, and Plaza de la 
Villa. We will visit the Bourbon Madrid and the urban layout made by 
Carlos III, the Royal Palace, the Cibeles Fountain, Neptune Fountain 
and the Puerta de Alcalá. 

We'll have plenty to learn about when visiting contemporary Madrid's 
Gran Via, Paseo de la Castellana, Barrio Salamanca, Plaza de Castilla 
and Parque del Oeste, as well as the financial districts of Madrid. 

In the afternoon, we continue to Toledo, the “City of the Three 
Cultures”. This city-museum, declared as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, is one of the oldest towns in Europe and has a great artistic 
beauty and buildings in many styles including Arabian, Gothic, 
Mudéjar, Renaissance and Baroque. 

We will also see the Cathedral and visit the Church of St. Tomé to see 
the El Entierro del señor de Orgaz, a masterpiece of El Greco as well 

as stopping at the Synagogue of Santa María la Blanco. We'll return to 
Madrid in the afternoon.

DAY 12  |  Apr. 9, 2019  |  Madrid - Barcelona (B)

Breakfast at the hotel and check-out, before departing for Barcelona 
and checking in to our hotel for the next two nights.

Overnight at Catalonia Barcelona 505 or similar (2 nights)

DAY 13  |  Apr. 10, 2019  |  Barcelona - Montserrat (B, D)

Breakfast at the hotel. Today we depart for Montserrat, rising more 
than 4,000 feet above sea level. Enjoy breathtaking views of the 
Montserrat Mountain, visit the Royal Basilica of Montserrat, which 
contains the famous 12th century Romanesque carving of Verge 
Moreneta (the Black Madonna). The Benedict sanctuary of Montserrat 
was founded in 1025 and provides a mystical backdrop for the Virgin 
of Montserrat, the patron saint of Catalonia who is enshrined in the 
monastery's Royal Basilica. 

In the afternoon, we continue on a city tour of Barcelona, known as 
the capital of Modernism and the place where the famous architect 
Antoni Gaudí worked and lived. Gaudi, one of the greatest innovators of 
his time, has left behind numerous treasures to discover in Barcelona. 
We will also visit the Sagrada Familia (Holy Family) Basilica, Gaudi's 
unfinished masterpiece and Barcelona's most famous landmark. 

Our tour continues to Passeig de Gràcia to see Gaudi's famous 
apartment buildings including Casa Mila “La Pedrera”, Casa Batlló and 
others modernist buildings. 

This evening we enjoy a farewell dinner with our group at a local restaurant.

DAY 14  |  Apr. 11, 2019  |  Barcelona - Toronto/Vancouver (B)

Breakfast at the hotel and check-out, prior to transferring to the 
airport for our international flight home.



RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the 
Travel Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus 
operators, etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do 
our best to select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be 
held responsible for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any 
and all bookings made with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms 
and conditions of each and every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited 
by law, tariffs, or conditions set forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Merit and its directors, officers, 
employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and other representatives 
are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages (whether direct, 
indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits or 
opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or 
anxiety (whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, 
and even if Merit and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the 
possibility of damages to such party or any other party) arising from: 

a. Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

b. Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental 
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other 
grounds beyond our control;

c. Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 

d. Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears  
on the passport;

e. Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;

f. Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;

g. Personal injuries or death;

h. Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable 
control including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other 
labour disputes or disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, 
earthquakes, weather conditions, floods or acts of restraints imposed by 
governmental authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST 
and provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in 
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency 
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is 
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven 
days of notification and obtain a full refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A deposit of $750 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final 
payment is due 90 days prior to departure.

Please note, some of our suppliers may require additional deposit or full payments at time of booking, 
pending seasonality. You will be advised of additional requirements at time of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel 
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility 
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier 
recommended connections and check-in times.Provided Merit supplies such 
advice, they shall not be responsible for missed connections or departures, 
regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, 

baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and  
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are 
required to sign an Insurance Waiver Form. Note that if you choose not to 
purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any and all penalties imposed as stated 
under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please speak to your representative at the 
time of making reservations about insurance. 

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit 
cannot assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right 
to receive a refund is limited. There will be no discounts or monies refunded for 
any missed or unused services. Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any 
reason. Should this occur, a full refund will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are 
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour.  The following penalties will be 
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:

a. 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.

b. 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.

c. 59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional penalties associated with 
the airfare. If so, these policies will be noted separately at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to 
conditions beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to 
ensure the locations visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are 
similar to the ones originally planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in 
eligibility for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a 
change and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges 
imposed by the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to 
charge a $50 revision fee for any change made after the deposit is paid. A change 
in name or departure date may constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding 
penalties may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many 
countries require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s 
return date. Visas may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s 
responsibility to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all documentation required 
by all relevant authorities. In the event that the passenger does not possess the 
correct documentation, the air carrier has the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we 
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform 
you should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be different from what 
you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute 
your consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel 
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in 
writing upon your return.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
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