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PRIVATE TANZANIA SAFARI EXPERIENCE 
Hosted by Cindy Taylor

Jane Goodall Collection: A selection of wildlife-focused tours endorsed by world renowned 
primatologist, Dr. Jane Goodall. We are proud to support the Jane Goodall Institute’s mission to 
protect wildlife and empower local communities. 

Take seven days in Tanzania for an adventure you'll never forget, searching for the Big Five in incredible 

places like scenic Lake Manyara, the wildlife-teeming Ngorongoro Crater, and the plains of the 

Serengeti. Explore the area around the Olduvai Gorge, which has been occupied by humans (or their 

ancient ancestors) for almost two million years. Tanzania holds so much history; make some of your 

own in its awe-inspiring landscapes. Your tour host Cindy Taylor, a professional photographer will help 

you capture a lifetime of memories!

Merit Travel  |  1.866.341.1777  |  MeritTravel.com        

$6,995* p.p.

8 days 
Departs: Toronto   
Nov. 23-30, 2017

• roundtrip economy airfare from Toronto to 
Kilimanjaro

• all airport transfers and transport between 
destinations and to/from included activities

• six nights' accommodation

• meals as per the itinerary: six breakfasts, five 
lunches and four dinners.

• Clean Cookstove Project Visit, Mto wa Mbu

• wildlife safari drives in Ngorongoro Crater, Lake 
Manyara, and Serengeti National Park

• entrance fee to Olduvai Gorge

• guided walk and lunch in a local community

• Merit Tour Host 

• Premium Plaza Lounge Pass

• all taxes

  Includes:

MERIT TRAVEL  HOST E D

Hosted by: Cindy Taylor



This trip has a maximum group size of six travelers per safari in 
addition to a CEO and a driver who are both trained safari guides. 
That means everyone gets a window seat and twice the insight 
about the astounding wildlife all around you.

Breakfast Incl. (B), Lunch Incl. (L), Dinner Incl.(D)

DAY 1  |  Thursday Nov. 23, 2017  |  Toronto—Kilimanjaro

Depart Toronto and fly to Kilimanjaro.  
 

DAY 2  |  Friday Nov. 24, 2017  |  Arusha

Upon arrival you will be transferred from Kilimanjaro to Arusha . 

Accommodations: Ilboru Safari Lodge or similar  

DAY 3  |  Saturday Nov. 25, 2017  |  Arusha—Lake Manyara  
National Park (B, L, D)

Visit Mto wa Mbu village; enjoy a guided cultural walk and traditional 
lunch with a local family. Continue to our safari camp located outside 
Lake Manyara National Park. The camp provides unobstructed views 
of the Rift Valley Escarpment. Embark on an afternoon wildlife safari 
drive with phenomenal wildlife viewing and search out the famed 
tree-climbing lions.

Take part in a cultural walk to learn about life in this East African 
town. Mto wa Mbu has attracted some 18,000 residents from 120 
different tribes. During the two-hour tour, visit the village's local 
market, go right to the farmer's fields, see how huts are constructed, 
and meet artisans in their shops. 

Afterwards, sit down with our new friends and enjoy a traditional 
lunch of meat and plantains.

This western wall of the Rift Valley escarpment is truly stunning. 

It provides a backdrop for your search for the park's phenomenal 
bird life (including raptors), tree-climbing lions, elephants, zebras, 
hippos, baboons, and buffalos. Look up and see some of the more 
than 400 species of birds, including pink flamingos, pelicans, 
cormorants, and storks.

Beyond wildlife, Lake Manyara NP is home to giant fig trees, 
acacia woodlands, mahogany trees, and grassy flood plains. The 
contrasts of this area are simply breathtaking; the open plains, huge 
escarpment, central alkaline lake, dense woodlands, and distant 
volcanic peaks coming together in an area best described by Ernest 
Hemingway as “the loveliest I have seen in Africa”.

Accommodations: Rift Valley Photographic Lodge or similar  

DAY 4  |  Sunday Nov. 26, 2017  |  Lake Manyara National Park—
Serengeti National Park (B, L, D)  

Travel through the Rift Valley and visit a Maasai village to learn 
about the Maasai people and the Clean Cookstove Project. Enjoy an 
exclusive presentation by one of the Maasai women and hear how 
participation in the project has impacted her life and empowered 
other females around her. Take a guided tour of the village, meet 
the women that have been trained as stove engineers, visit bomas 
(traditional homes), and observe (or get your hands dirty) by helping 
the Stove Team build a stove in a home. After, visit the historic site of 
Olduvai Gorge for a lecture on the formation of the Gorge, and then 
continue to our safari camp located inside Serengeti National Park.

The Olduvai Gorge is a steep ravine in the Great Rift Valley of Tanzania. 
It is one of the world’s most important paleoanthropological sites. 
Beginning in 1931, excavations by Louis Leakey revealed evidence 
of early man dating back nearly 2 million years. Visit the Olduvai 
museum and see bone fossils and fragments of ancient stone tools. 

I T I N E R A R Y



This UNESCO World Heritage site provides an intriguing glimpse into 
the origin and evolution of man in these Serengeti Plains of Africa.

Accommodations (2 nights): Serengeti Tortilis Camp or similar

DAY 5  |  Monday Nov. 27, 2017  |  Serengeti National Park (B, L, D) 

Embark on morning and afternoon wildlife safari drives in our compact, 
safari 4x4, that features a pop-up roof for optimal wildlife observation.

If you have pre-booked a Serengeti Balloon Safari Theme Pack, your 
flight will be early in the morning. You will miss the morning wildlife 
safari drive, but you will have a much better view from above.

This is the reason you came to Africa. Charge your camera, grab 
your binoculars, and set out on safari. Your eagle-eyed driver 
will keep an eye out for wildlife – buffaloes, elephants, lions, 
wildebeests, zebras, and more. Tanzania’s Serengeti tends to be less 
crowded than some of Kenya’s reserves, so enjoy the scenery, the 
vast expanse of the grasslands, the play of light and shadow, and 
the up-close look at wild Africa.

Visit the Serengeti Wildlife Research Centre, where most of the wildlife 
researchers and scientists are based for projects within Serengeti 
National Park and surrounding protected areas. Enjoy a lecture by 
one of the visiting researchers; topics will vary based on the studies 
being done at the time.

OPTIONAL EXCURSION: Serengeti Balloon Safari: Serengeti 
National Park $701 CAD per person.

Depart in the darkness of the very early morning and climb into the 
basket of a hot air balloon. Watch the pilot ignite the burners and take 
flight over the Serengeti savannah. As the sun rises, spend an hour 
drifting over the grasslands and grazing wildlife. You might want to 

bring a hat as it sometimes gets warm from the burner's heat. Enjoy a 
champagne breakfast once you land. 

DAY 6  |  Tuesday Nov. 28, 2017  |  Serengeti National Park—
Ngorongoro (B, L, D)

Continue viewing wildlife on the drive out of the Serengeti to our 
comfortable tented camp. Relax this evening enjoying the African 
sunset with a cool drink overlooking Lake Eyasi.

Accommodations: Ngorongoro Wild Camp or similar 

DAY 7  |  Wednesday Nov. 29, 2017  |  Ngorongoro—Arusha (B, L) 

Set the alarm and prepare for an early start to see the wonders of the 
Ngorongoro Crater. Here you’ll see Maasai herdsmen in the morning 
mist. Your driver/guide will take you down into the crater and to 
all the best spots to view wildlife. Spot zebra, gazelles, buffaloes, 
and warthogs. The swamp and forest are home to hippos, rhinos, 
elephants, baboons, and monkeys. Keep your eyes peeled and camera 
ready to capture a pride of lions or a lone leopard walking along the 
crater floor. In the afternoon, drive to Arusha for your final night.

Accommodations: Ilboru Safari Lodge or similar

DAY 8  |  Thursday Nov. 30, 2017  |  Arusha—Kilimanjaro—Toronto (B)

Departure transfer from Arusha to Kilimanjaro airport for your 
flight home.

END OF SERVICES.



 ON-4499356/4499372  |  BC-34799  |  111 Peter Street, Suite 200, Toronto, ON. M5V 2H1  |  Canadian owned   

RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the Travel 
Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus operators, 
etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We do our best to 
select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot be held responsible 
for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. Any and all bookings made 
with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the terms and conditions of each and 
every such supplier. Supplier liability may also be limited by law, tariffs, or conditions set 
forth in their documentation, tickets, etc. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
Merit and its directors, officers, employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and 
other representatives are not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages 
(whether direct, indirect, special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits 
or opportunities) delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or anxiety 
(whether based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, and even if Merit 
and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the possibility of damages to such 
party or any other party) arising from: 

(a) Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;

(b) Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental 
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other 
grounds beyond our control;

(c) Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 

(d) Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears  
on the passport;

(e) Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;

(f) Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;

(g) Personal injuries or death;

(h) Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable control 
including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other labour disputes or 
disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, earthquakes, weather conditions, 
floods or acts of restraints imposed by governmental authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST and 
provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in 
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency 
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is 
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven 
days of notification and obtain a full refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A deposit of $750 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final 
payment is due 90 days prior to departure.

Deposit requirements for some tours may vary. You will be advised of such cases  
at time of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel 
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility 
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier 
recommended connections and check-in times.

Provided Merit supplies such advice, they shall not be responsible for missed 
connections or departures, regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, 
baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED. 

If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are required to sign an Insurance Waiver 
Form. Note that if you choose not to purchase insurance, you are fully liable for any 
and all penalties imposed as stated under Cancellation Policy on this page. Please 
speak to your representative at the time of making reservations about insurance. 

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit cannot 
assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right to receive 
a refund is limited. 

There will be no discounts or monies refunded for any missed or unused services

Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any reason. Should this occur, a full 
refund will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are 
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour.  The following penalties will be 
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:

(A) 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.

(B) 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.

(C)  59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional 
penalties associated with the airfare. If so, these policies will be noted separately  
at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to conditions 
beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to ensure the locations 
visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are similar to the ones originally 
planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in eligibility for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a change 
and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges imposed by 
the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to charge a $50 revision 
fee for any change made after the deposit is paid. A change in name or departure date 
may constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding penalties may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many countries 
require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s return date. 
Visas may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s responsibility 
to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all documentation required by all relevant 
authorities. In the event that the passenger does not possess the correct 
documentation, the air carrier has the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we 
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform 
you should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be 
different from what you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute 
your consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel 
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Travel in 
writing upon your return.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
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