
THE SECRET WAR TOUR TO BRITAIN  
HOSTED BY TED BARRIS

Join historian and bestselling author Ted Barris on a Second World War historical 
journey. On this fully hosted journey we will visit the D-Day Museum in Portsmouth; 
Winston Churchill’s war cabinet rooms in London; the Imperial War Museum; 
Bletchley Park, where the Allies decoded German Enigma transmissions; and 
RAF Duxford Aerodrome, home of the U.K.’s largest military aviation museum. 
Other not-to-be-missed attractions include: Stonehenge, a Shakespearean play 
at London’s Globe Theatre, Lady Diana’s Memorial, Westminster Abbey, the secret 
wartime tunnels under Dover Castle...and much more! 

* CAD$, p.p. dbl occ. Single room supplement: $895 per person. Contact a Merit Travel Specialist for full terms and conditions. ON-4499356/4499372  |  BC-34799  |  111 Peter Street, Suite 200, 
Toronto, ON. M5V 2H1  |  Canadian owned  

INCLUDES:
•  round-trip air from Toronto
•  all transfers
•  ground transportation in a luxury air-conditioned coach
•     nine-nights hotel accommodation with full English breakfast and three course 

dinner included daily, one lunch
•  admission to all sightseeing and events per the itinerary
•  hosted tour
•  all taxes and gratuities

$4,990* p.p.
9 nights 
Departs Toronto  
June 04 - 14, 2016

Merit Travel  |  1.866.341.1777  |  MeritTravel.com        

Host: Ted Barris



In the afternoon, we visit Britain’s primary Imperial War Museum location (in 
south London). The unique facility covers major conflicts involving Britain 
and the Commonwealth, telling stories of people’s experiences in modern 
war from the First World War to present day. Exhibits range from tanks and 
aircraft to photographs and film/video and sound recordings of warfare 
involving Britain and her allies; we’ll pay special attention to an exhibit 
entitled “Secret War,” exploring the undercover world of espionage, covert 
operations and the work of Britain’s Special Forces. To complete the day’s 
journey, we will have dinner at a traditional British pub. 

Day 4  |  Tuesday, Jun. 07  
BLENHEIM PALACE – BLETCHLEY PARK (B,D) 
Breakfast at the hotel. Today we will visit more wartime heritage buildings – 
first Blenheim Palace and Gardens (near Woodstock), the birthplace of 
Winston Churchill; and not far away, Bletchley Park, the nerve centre of 
Britain’s ultra-secret decoding efforts during the war. Inside these ordinary 
looking buildings armed forces and civilian men and women decoded 
Germany’s Enigma transmissions. Just 50 miles northwest of London, the 
site housed a diverse group of code-breakers, including Alan Turing. 
Throughout the war, the code-breakers (thousands of them working in 
nondescript huts) successfully read enemy codes, often within a few hours 
of the messages being received. This is the actual location and these are the 
true stories depicted in the Academy-Award-winning feature movie “The 
Imitation Game,” that starred Benedict Cumberbatch. While at Bletchley we 
will also visit the shed housing Colossus, the world’s first semi-
programmable computer, which was also invented there during the war. 
Home in time for dinner.

Day 5  |  Wednesday, Jun. 08  
LONDON FREE DAY – LONDON BREWERY BEER & TASTING TOUR (B, D)
Today our entire day is free to visit London to shop and explore. We’ll enjoy a 
visit to a London brewery for a beer-and-tasting tour. Home in time for 
dinner. 

Day 6  |  Thursday, Jun. 09  
PORTSMOUTH & SOUTHWICK (B,D) 
Breakfast at the hotel. During the 72nd anniversary week of the launch of the 
greatest amphibious invasion in military history, D-Day, we spend a full day 
visiting the south-coast City of Portsmouth, one of the key centres involved 
in the launch of the June 6, 1944, invasion force, codenamed Operation 
Overlord. Among our featured stops is the Portsmouth D-Day Museum with 
its world-famous Overlord Embroidery; and Southwick House, the south-
coast manor house, where Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower and other Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force (SHAEF) commanders made the 
risky and historic decision to launch the Allied invasion against Hitler’s 
Atlantic Wall in Normandy. Home to Sutton in time for dinner.

Day 1  |  Saturday, Jun. 04  
DEPART HOME CITY – LONDON AIR CANADA FLIGHT 1924 DEPARTS 
TORONTO AT 22:10 PM, ARRIVES LONDON GATWICK AT 10:15 AM 
Board overnight flight for Gatwick Airport in London.

Day 2  |  Sunday, Jun. 05  
ARRIVAL IN LONDON – STONEHENGE – WELCOME AT SUTTON (L, D)  
Upon arrival at Gatwick, we will be met by our guide and driver aboard 
our dedicated travel coach and begin our tour. A lunch box will be 
provided for each guest. The major stop of the day is at Stonehenge, 
located near the town of Amesbury. Stonehenge is perhaps the finest of 
the British megalithic monuments, standing in the centre of Salisbury 
Plain (where coincidentally Canadian paratroopers prepared for the 
massive D-Day invasion in June 1944). Surrounded by a complex of 
cemeteries and ritual sites, Stonehenge is believed to date to about 2780 
BC, near the end of the Neolithic period. Creation of the monument is 
thought to be spiritually based, but its arrangement of megaliths has 
strong connection to astronomical science. Our coach will then continue 
to the Holiday Inn London Sutton Hotel (centre of operations for the 
entire tour) for check-in and our traditional welcome dinner at the Hotel. 

Holiday Inn London Sutton Hotel  
Address: Gibson Road  London, SM1 2RF United Kingdom  
Tel No:  (44) 871.942.9113 

Ideally situated in the heart of Sutton town centre, Holiday Inn London 
Sutton is a contemporary hotel with extensive facilities, providing good 
access to Sutton train station. This hotel is a 10-minute walk into town 
and to Sutton rail station and a 45-minute drive from London Gatwick 
and London Heathrow airports.

Guests have complimentary access to Spirit Health Club, with extensive 
leisure facilities including an indoor heated swimming pool and luxurious 
hot tub, along with a sauna and steam room. Standard guest rooms are 
equipped with tea- and coffee-making facilities as well as bathroom 
toiletries, both of which are complimentary. Our guests can also enjoy 
complimentary Wi-Fi access from their rooms! 

Day 3  |  Monday, Jun. 06  
LONDON – IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM (B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel. In the morning we travel to downtown London, 
where we enjoy a panoramic City of London tour. At midday, we will visit 
the Stafford Hotel bar, once the hangout of Nancy Wake, the famous 
wartime spy who fought the Germans in the service of the French 
Underground; known as “The White Mouse,” Wake is reported to have 
killed a German SS officer with her bare hands. At the Stafford we’ll meet 
the bar manager who knew Wake, some sources claim was the highest 
decorated woman of the war. 
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Churchill immortalized with the words: “Never in the field of human  
conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.” Home to Sutton in  
time for dinner.

Day 10  |  Monday, Jun. 13  
LONDON – GLOBE THEATRE – WESTMINSTER ABBEY-RUNNYMEDE 
MEMORIAL FAREWELL (B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel. This morning our coach takes us back to downtown 
London, where we’ll experience a Shakespearean play (matinee 
performance TBA) at the world-famous Globe Theatre. The Thames 
riverside facility, constructed in the same design and with the same 
materials as the original, gives theatregoers as close to real sensations as 
Shakespeare’s audiences knew in the 1500s. While in the downtown area, 
our plans include a visit to Westminster Abbey, perhaps Britain’s most 
notable religious building; founded in 960 AD, the abbey has been the 
coronation church since 1066 and is the final resting place of 17 monarchs. 
To complete the day’s journey, our tour will stop at the famous Runnymede 
Memorial near Egham (just southwest of London). During the Second World 
War more than 116,000 men and women of the Air Forces of the British 
Commonwealth gave their lives in armed service; the remains of thousands 
have never been found. The walls at Runnymede commemorate more than 
20,000 with no known graves, including 3,050 Canadians. Home to the 
Sutton hotel facilities for a final farewell dinner in the evening.

Day 11  |  Tuesday, Jun. 14  
DEPART LONDON – RETURN TO TORONTO (B)
Breakfast at the hotel. A good-bye to London as we coach to Gatwick for 
the return trip by air to Canada. Air Canada flight 1925 departs London 
Gatwick at 12:00 noon arrives Toronto at 15:00 PM.

Day 7  |  Friday, Jun. 10  
DUXFORD (B, D)
Breakfast at the hotel. Our coach will take us northeast of London into the 
wartime sites of numerous aerodromes from which bomber aircrews of 
RCAF No. 6 Group flew against German targets. Today, Imperial War 
Museum Duxford, located not far from Cambridge, showcases Britain’s 
wartime aviation legacy. A Battle of Britain fighter station and later a U.S,  
8th Air Force base, Duxford now showcases 1940s hangars, control tower 
and operations room. As a feature of its recreated Allied wartime 
atmosphere, the Ops Room has been reconstructed to look the way it did 
when RAF planners directed the defence of the British Isles against the 
Luftwaffe during the Battle of Britain in 1940. Among the museum’s array 
of warbirds are Mustangs, Spitfires, a B-17 Flying Fortress and a restored 
Lancaster bomber, as well as more modern aircraft (Concorde, Harrier 
and U-2 spy-plane). Home to Sutton and dinner. 

Day 8  |  Saturday, Jun. 11  
CABINET WAR ROOMS & LONDON (B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel. This morning, we go underground, beneath current 
British government ministry offices, and step into the world known only 
by wartime Prime Minister Winston Churchill and his cabinet. Preserved 
for history, these secret Cabinet War Rooms look exactly the way they did 
when Churchill and his staff assembled to organize Britain’s defences 
between 1939 and 1945. Far enough underground to shield U.K. leaders 
from bombings during the Blitz, amid the 21-room facility, we’ll see walls 
full of original military maps, communication rooms and the Spartan 
living quarters British wartime leaders knew. As an added fascinating 
feature, this underground museum includes an interactive exhibit 
capturing the life and legacy of perhaps Britain’s greatest wartime 
politician, Winston Churchill. 

Since we are in the heart of London on this very special day, our group will 
also have the opportunity to watch the Trooping the Colour ceremony 
and flypast in honour of Queen Elizabeth II’s 90th birthday! (Tickets not 
included for the official ceremony). In the afternoon, we will visit Lady 
Diana’s fountain, and various London war memorials paying tribute to 
Bomber Command, Animals in War and the Dutch Government in Exile. At 
the end of the day we will make our way home to Sutton for supper.

Day 9  |  Sunday, Jun. 12  
DOVER CASTLE – THE KENT BATTLE OF BRITAIN MUSEUM (B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel. In the darkest days of the Second World War, when 
the Nazi invaders of Western Europe were close to pushing all Allied 
armies into the English Channel, British Expeditionary Force leaders, 
including Vice-Admiral Bertram Ramsay quickly masterminded a secret 
operation to relieve Commonwealth forces, that is to withdraw 338,000 
Commonwealth troops from the beaches of Dunkirk in France. Operation 
Dynamo included thousands of civilian boat operators who joined the 
armada of Royal Navy vessels withdrawing troops under fire and was 
headquartered in three miles of tunnels under historic Dover Castle. The 
tunnels, dug into the famous white cliffs of Dover, were later abandoned, 
but in 1984 were re-opened for visitors to commemorate Ramsay, 
Dynamo and British sailors who saved thousands from certain death in 
May of 1940. Our tour of the Dover area, known during the war as “Hellfire 
Corner,” continues with a visit to the Kent Battle of Britain Museum, which 
also commemorates armed service in the earliest days of the war. This 
facility houses preserved Spitfire and Hurricane fighters, artifacts and 
images of the 1940 defence of Britain against the Luftwaffe and 
acknowledges the heroism of RAF fighter pilots and ground crew, whom 



RESPONSIBILITY
Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the 
Travel Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus 
operators, etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We 
do our best to select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot 
be held responsible for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations. 
Any and all bookings made with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the 
terms and conditions of each and every such supplier. Supplier liability may also 
be limited by law, tariffs, or conditions set forth in their documentation, tickets, 
etc. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Merit and its directors, officers, 
employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and other representatives are 
not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages (whether direct, indirect, 
special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits or opportunities) 
delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or anxiety (whether 
based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, and even if Merit 
and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the possibility of damages to 
such party or any other party) arising from: 
(a) Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;
(b) Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental 

intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other 
grounds beyond our control;

(c) Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations 
(d) Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears on the 

passport;
(e) Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;
(f) Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;
(g) Personal injuries or death;
(h) Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable control 

including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other labour 
disputes or disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, earthquakes, 
weather conditions, floods or acts of restraints imposed by governmental 
authorities.

PRICING
All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST and 
provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.
 
INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS
Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in 
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency 
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is 
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven 
days of notification and obtain a full refund. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE
A deposit of $750 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final 
payment is due 90 days prior to departure.

Deposit requirements for some tours may vary. You will be advised of such cases at 
time of booking.

LIABILITY
Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel 
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility 
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier 
recommended connections and check-in times.
Provided Merit supplies such advice, they shall not be responsible for missed 
connections or departures, regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)
Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance, 
baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED. If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are required to sign 
an Insurance Waiver Form. Note that if you choose not to purchase insurance, you 

are fully liable for any and all penalties imposed as stated under Cancellation Policy 
on this page. Please speak to your representative at the time of making reservations 
about insurance. 

REFUNDS
The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit cannot 
assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right to 
receive a refund is limited. 

There will be no discounts or monies refunded for any missed or unused services. 

Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any reason. Should this occur, a full 
refund will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY
While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are 
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour.  The following penalties will be 
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:
(A) 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.
(B) 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.
(C)  59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.

Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional 
penalties associated with the airfare. If so, these policies  
will be noted separately at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES
We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to 
conditions beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to 
ensure the locations visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are similar 
to the ones originally planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in eligibility 
for a refund.

REVISION FEE
Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a 
change and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges 
imposed by the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to charge 
a $50 revision fee for any change made after the deposit is paid. A change in name 
or departure date may constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding penalties 
may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION
All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many 
countries require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s 
return date. Visas may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s 
responsibility to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all documentation required 
by all relevant authorities. In the event that the passenger does not possess the 
correct documentation, the air carrier has the right to refuse passage. 

DESCRIPTION
Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and 
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we 
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform 
you should any significant changes occur. 

Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be 
different from what you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT
Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute 
your consent to the above terms. 

If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel 
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Vacations in 
writing upon your return.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
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