COSTA RICA: PHOTOGRAPHY BEYOND THE SENSES
HOSTED BY RON JEFFERY B.ED., M.ED

Travel to one of the most beautiful natural environments in the world and learn how to maximize your
photo skills and equipment with our two accomplished photographers, Steve Baylin & Steve Hiscock.
For nature lovers, there is a variety of exotic wildlife and tropical plants; butterflies and orchids,
caimans & birds, rainforests and unique and varied landscapes throughout.
Your tour will be led by an expert Costa Rican guide and an experienced photographer who will share
tips along the way to take that “perfect picture”. The environment is challenging and you will be
advised on the equipment to bring and how to shoot in a diverse and humid climate. Assistance will
also be given on how to work with extremely diverse lighting conditions. All cameras are welcome, but
emphasis will be on DSLR’s. The strength of the tour will also depend on the willingness of participants
to share their own photography ideas and skills during the tour.

$3,540* CAD
p.p.
8 days
Departs Oct. 17, 2015

There will be a pre-trip seminar to provide advance information to all participants (by videoconference if outside the Calgary area) to prepare everyone for our tour.
Highlights: San Jose | Poas Volcano National Park | La Paz Waterfall Gardens | Cano Negro Wildlife
Refuge (Rio Frio) | Arenal Lake Crossing | Trapiche Tour (Costa Rican family project) | EcoJungle Boat
trip – Guacaililo Estuary and Tarcoles River | Manuel Antonio National Park | Carara National Park
Includes:
• private airport transfer to and from
San Jose International Airport
• seven nights, four-star accommodation
• meals as per itinerary
• all local transportation as per itinerary
• all admissions and park entry fees
as per itinerary
• local professional guide; Merit Travel tour host;
two host photographers
• pre-tour seminar/webinar to provide tour
information and to assist in preparing your
photographic equipment for the tour

Not Included:
• international airfare (Merit Travel can assist in
booking your air if required)
• trip cancellation and medical insurance (Merit
Travel offers very competitive rates & coverage)
• passport and travel documents as required
• items of a personal nature
• alcoholic beverages with meals
• any site visits not listed on the itinerary or
marked as optional
• gratuities for guides and drivers
• Costa Rican departure tax payable at the
airport in USD
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ITINERARY
Day 1 | Saturday, Oct. 17, 2015
• breakfast not included | lunch not included | dinner at hotel
• private transportation from International Airport to the hotel
• overnight at Aurola Holiday INN Hotel or similar
Day 2 | Sunday, Oct. 18, 2015
• breakfast at hotel | lunch at hotel | dinner at hotel
• Regular transportation and boat transfer
• overnight at Mawamba Lodge or similar
Day 3 | Monday, Oct. 19, 2015
• breakfast at hotel | lunch at a local restaurant | dinner at hotel
• private transportation to Arenal area
• Poas Volcano National Park Visit
• La Paz Waterfall Gardens
• overnight at Arenal Springs Resort Hotel or similar
Day 4 | Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2015
• breakfast at hotel | lunch at a local restaurant | dinner at hotel
• arenal lake crossing boat
• trapiche tour
• overnight at Establo Hotel or similar

Day 5 | Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2015
• breakfast at hotel | lunch ay a local restaurant | dinner at hotel
• private transportation to Central Pacific
• ecojungle cruise
• overnight at Parador Hotel or similar
Day 6 | Thursday, Oct. 22, 2015
• breakfast at hotel | lunch at local restaurant | dinner at hotel
• Manuel Antonio National Park Visit
• overnight at Parador Hotel or similar
Day 7 | Friday, Oct. 23, 2015
• breakfast at hotel | lunch at local restaurant | dinner at hotel
• Carara National Park Visit
• private transportation to Central Pacific
• overnight at Cerro Lodge or similar
Day 8 | Saturday, Oct. 24, 2015
• breakfast at hotel | lunch not included | dinner not included
•p
 rivate transportation from Cerro Lodge to Juan Santamaría
International Airport (two hour transfer)

* Schedule to be confirmed at the time of booking *

HOST:
Ron Jeffery B.Ed., M.Ed
Ron is the manager of educational group travel and custom accounts
for Merit Travel. He has travelled to over 32 countries with over 1,200
passengers. He was an educator for 32 years for the Calgary Board of
Education and worked for eight years for CBC Newsworld as an educational
consultant. Ron is an enthusiastic travel photographer and loves Costa Rica!

PHOTOGRAPHY HOSTS

Steve Baylin – Landscape and Nature Photographer

Steve Hiscock – Sports & Action Photographer

Steve Baylin, originally from Montreal, is a retired paediatric dentist
who was living and practising in Calgary from 1978 - 2011. In 2012 he
moved to Canmore where he could spend more of his time as a
landscape and nature photographer.

Steve Hiscock is a sports photographer and enjoys shooting
landscape and lifestyle images. His images have been featured in
magazines, calendars, billboards and other media.

Steve is pasionate about nature’s abundant colours and species, from
the intricate detail of flowers, frozen abstract palettes of winter,
beautiful flowing lines of landscapes, and wildlife in his own
‘backyard’.

Living in Saskatoon, Steve has photographed many sports teams
including the Saskatchewan Roughriders, The U of S Huskies, the
Saskatoon Hilltops and the New York Islanders training camp, as well
as many NHL pre-season games in Saskatoon. He has also been the
Saskatoon Blades team photographer for the last ten years.

Most of his images have been captured in Quebec, Alberta, British
Columbia and the south-western United States. His work has been
featured in Alberta and published in magazines.

Merit Travel delivers authentic travel experiences to the world’s top
destinations, with a team of passionate and dedicated Travel
Consultants at over 25 offices across Canada. We have cruised,
meandered, trekked, dived, golfed, skied, cycled, worked, and
volunteered all over the planet! We put the pieces together, do the
research, negotiate the deals, customize itineraries and create the
perfect travel experience for you.
Small Group Travel: Our hosted tours have experienced group leaders
“who have been there”. Your photo shoot tour has been customized to
meet the interests and unique needs of photographers and sites and

venues have been selected to optimize your experience in capturing this
incredible country. We have obtained the services of wonderful
photographers who relate extremely well to enthusiasts and experts
alike looking for a challenging yet rewarding photo shoot opportunity.
All levels of experience welcome.
Merit Travel offers full travel insurance options that cover trip
cancellation, full medical and baggage insurance if required. We also
can assist with air bookings and those travellers who request additional
services beyond the group tour.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
RESPONSIBILITY

Merit Travel Group Inc. doing business as Merit Travel, acts solely as agents for the
Travel Service Suppliers such as hoteliers, airlines, ground service operators, bus
operators, etc. who are providing their facilities as described in this brochure. We
do our best to select such suppliers but exercise no control over them and cannot
be held responsible for the failure of these suppliers to carry out any obligations.
Any and all bookings made with these suppliers by us, for you, are subject to the
terms and conditions of each and every such supplier. Supplier liability may also
be limited by law, tariffs, or conditions set forth in their documentation, tickets,
etc. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Merit and its directors, officers,
employees, affiliates, successors, assigns, agents and other representatives are
not responsible for any and all claims for losses, damages (whether direct, indirect,
special, punitive, or other consequential damages, lost profits or opportunities)
delays, illness, injuries, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, or anxiety (whether
based in contract, tort, negligence, strict liability or otherwise, and even if Merit
and the Travel Service Suppliers have been advised of the possibility of damages to
such party or any other party) arising from:
(a) Fault or negligence or omissions on the part of the said travel service suppliers;
(b) Illness, theft, strikes, mechanical problems, quarantine, governmental
intervention, weather conditions, acts of hostility or violence, and any other
grounds beyond our control;
(c) Your failure to obtain passport, visas, other travel documents or inoculations
(d) Your failure to advise us the name of the traveller exactly as it appears on the
passport;
(e) Your failure to report on time at an airport or ground transfer facility;
(f) Material damages, theft or other mysterious disappearances of your goods;
(g) Personal injuries or death;
(h) Force Majeure - an event(s) beyond our, or our supplier(s), reasonable control
including, but not limited to, acts of God, strikes, lockout or other labour
disputes or disruptions, wars, blockades, insurrections, riots, earthquakes,
weather conditions, floods or acts of restraints imposed by governmental
authorities.

PRICING

All prices are per person in Canadian dollars unless otherwise noted. GST, HST and
provincial taxes are applicable on tours as noted.

INCREASE IN TOUR COSTS

Merit reserves the right to increase tour prices in the event of an increase in
government and airport authority imposed taxes and fees, fuel and currency
surcharges, supplier price increases, or any other cost increase. If the increase is
greater than 7% of the tour cost, the client may cancel the booking within seven
days of notification and obtain a full refund.

PAYMENT SCHEDULE

A deposit of $250 per person is required at the time of booking. Full and final
payment is due by Aug. 17, 2015.
Deposit requirements for some tours may vary. You will be advised of such cases at
time of booking.

LIABILITY

Merit cannot assume responsibility for any costs incurred for any travel
arrangements purchased separately from the Merit tour. Merit’s responsibility
shall extend only to the provisions of advice as to industry-standard or supplier
recommended connections and check-in times.
Provided Merit supplies such advice, they shall not be responsible for missed
connections or departures, regardless of the cause.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN (INSURANCE)

Trip cancellation and interruption insurance, medical and hospital insurance,
baggage insurance, and various additional insurances are available and HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED. If you choose not to purchase insurance, you are required to sign
an Insurance Waiver Form. Note that if you choose not to purchase insurance, you

are fully liable for any and all penalties imposed as stated under Cancellation Policy
on this page. Please speak to your representative at the time of making reservations
about insurance.

REFUNDS

The nature of travel involves risks and unpredictable weather and thus Merit cannot
assure any departure or arrival times at any point of an itinerary. Your right to
receive a refund is limited.
There will be no discounts or monies refunded for any missed or unused services.
Merit reserves the right to cancel the tour for any reason. Should this occur, a full
refund will be made to the traveller.

CANCELLATION POLICY

While Merit will do its utmost to minimize any penalties charged, there are
irrecoverable costs associated with your tour. The following penalties will be
considered the costs incurred with cancellation:
(A) 90 days or more prior to departure: Loss of total deposit.
(B) 89 – 60 days prior to departure: Loss of 50% of total tour cost.
(C) 59 days or less prior to departure: Loss of 100% of total tour cost.
Cancellation penalties for some tours will vary and there may be additional
penalties associated with the airfare. If so, these policies
will be noted separately at time of booking and will prevail.

TOUR CHANGES

We reserve the right to substitute itineraries, hotels, airlines or vessels due to
conditions beyond our control. In such cases we will do everything possible to
ensure the locations visited, the excursions taken and the hotels offered are similar
to the ones originally planned. Any change to itineraries will not result in eligibility
for a refund.

REVISION FEE

Changes to your tour reservation might not be possible. Should you request a
change and we are able to accommodate it, you will be subject to any charges
imposed by the airline or tour suppliers. In addition, we reserve the right to charge
a $50 revision fee for any change made after the deposit is paid. A change in name
or departure date may constitute a cancellation, and the corresponding penalties
may apply.

PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION

All passengers travelling internationally must travel with a passport. Many
countries require the passport to be valid for 6 months beyond the traveller’s
return date. Visas may be required for some destinations. It is the passenger’s
responsibility to obtain at the passenger’s expense, all documentation required
by all relevant authorities. In the event that the passenger does not possess the
correct documentation, the air carrier has the right to refuse passage.

DESCRIPTION

Every effort has been made to describe and produce the travel services and
photographs as accurately as possible in the printed tour description. However we
reserve the right to correct errors and we will make all reasonable efforts to inform
you should any significant changes occur.
Please note that the living standards and local conditions during your tour may be
different from what you are accustomed to at home.

CONSENT

Your retention of tickets, reservations or bookings after issuance shall constitute
your consent to the above terms.
If you encounter any concerns during your tour, please inform your local travel
service provider. If the matter cannot be resolved, please inform Merit Vacations in
writing upon your return.
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